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hrough the years, the sports-entertainment industry has 
"produced many legends and several icons, but there's 
been only one Phenom—a 6-foot-8, 300-pound hybrid of 
agility, power and speed known as the Undertaker. 

For more than a dozen years, the Deadman has been 
carving his personal path of destruction in World Wrestling 
Entertainment, and in that time, he has cemented his place 
among the all- time reals. 

This special-edition collector's magazine is dedicated to 
the Undertaker, the longest-running headliner of his generation, 
and the one and only Phenom. 
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We’ve scoured 
the archives to 
bring you the 
must-see story- 
lines, newsworthy 
events, not-to-be- 
missed interviews 
and classic matches 
only available from 
World Wrestling 
Entertainment! 
Hosted by longtime WWE | 
commentator Mean Gene Okerlund. 


DVD EXTRAS: 


Over 75 minutes of bonus material, 
including classic matches now on 
DVD for the first time: 
e Jimmy Snuka vs. Ray Stevens in *82 
e Bret Hart vs. British Bulldog in ’92 
e Bret Hart vs. Shawn Michaels in ’97 
ο Scott Steiner vs. Booker T in ΟΊ 











The names of al Word Veresiling Entertainment!“ teles μι and Eve programming. Talent names, images, likenesses, dogars and wresting moves and al World Wrestling Entertainment 
logos are trademarks which are Ehe exclusive property of Word Wrestling Entertainmen nt, Inc. 2000 Warki Wr ертті» Entertainment, inc, АЛ Rights Reserved. Бах ап subject to change 













first saw Undertaker in the 
late “80s when he was com- 
peting in Dallas for the Von 

Erich family. I was working 
for Turner's WCW іп Atlanta. 
and we were on the lookout for 
new talent to bring to TBS. If 
memory serves me correct 
was wrestling under a mask as 
"The Punisher,” 

I remember that this tall, 
rangy masked man reminded 
me of the Spoiler (a.k.a. Don 
Jardine), one of the greatest 
masked men I ever saw, Even 
back then, "Taker was walking 
the top ropes à la the Spoiler, and 
it certainly was an eye-opencr, 
Alter seeing this rugged big man 
in a few matches at the Dallas 
Sportatorium, 1 recommended 
that WEW hire him, and they did, 

Money was tight in Dallas al 
lhe time, so when “Taker got his 
new deal from Turner, he could 
at least eat regularly—something 
he wasn't doing while working 
for the Von Erichs. It's amazing what a string of three meals a day will 
do for an athlete, as this 6'8" Texas native began to fill out to around 
280-290 pounds. While he put on size, he still retained his quickness, 
agility and athleticism. He became "Mean Mark" Callous and was 





y, he 


managed by Paul E. Dangerously. He quickly started getting more 
opportunities for TV exposure. 

Mark's facial expressions were often stoic in those days, but his 
amazing athletic ability never failed to impress people. Paul E. was 
а heat-seeking missile when it came to talking and acting up at ringside. 
In my view, this package was potentially one of WCW's best 
presentations. | arranged for Mark's pay to be doubled as it ıs very 
rare to find such а combination of extraordinary size and athletic 
ability. We had it in this young guy who, I thought, was going to do 
nothing but improve. 

For some reason, however, there were those in the WCW hierarchy 
that didn't agree with my opinion. Im not sure if it was just politics 
and they wanted me to lose this battle; if they wanted Paul E. gone; 
or if they really didn't like Mean Mark as much as they professed, I 
remember one particularly spirited conversation I had with then- 
booker Ole Anderson, a great in-ring competitor in his day. Ole was 
adamant that this tall, voung kid would "never draw a dime." I 
disagreed, but I also lost the argument. 

Mark was given his notice, so he called Vince McMahon to set up 
a meeting. Obviously, the meeting went pretty well. Vince had this 
vision for Undertaker's character that included the vintage attire and 
haunting music, as well as the physically intense and athletic in-ring 








style. With the addition of Paul Веагег, à real-life mortician, the 





package was complete, They became one of the business’ most 
enduring presentations. The guy who it was said would "never draw 
а dime" became one of the most consistent box office. attractions 
ever in WWE with a staggering worldwide fan base. 

The grind of the virtually non-stop traveling, the physical wear and 
tear on his body, as well as father time, are all challenging Undertaker 
these days. But, he still has significant fuel left in his tank to con- 
tribute in the ring when the situation arises. His Hell in the Cell match 
with Brock Lesnar this past October at No Mercy is proof of that. My 
sense is that "Taker, who will no doubt be in the WWE Hall of Fame 
someday, will continue to wrestle a more limited schedule as he 
finishes out the final couple of years of his current contract, After that, 
we will see him in the ring in a very limited, but important, role, This 
man will always be a part of this company and will continue to teach 
and lead our young talent for many years to come. | equate Taker 8 
legacy to the Yankees having Mickev Mantle around for the young 
players to learn hitting from. Over the years, he has established him- 
self as a leader in our lacker room and spends much of his time at 
events consulting with and listening to our younger talent who realize 
they have à wonderful asset from which they can learn. 

In the future, Undertaker may not see the amount of action we are 
all accustomed to, but when we do get to see him, it will be even more 
special. Moreover, his legacy has been solidly established. His place 
in the history of our business 18 etched in granite, and his influence 
on our talent will last a lifetime. 88 
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ll great legacies start with humble 
| y beginnings. Michael Jordan was 


cut from his high school basket- 
ball team. Clint Eastwood made has fırst 
appearance as a goofy lab assistant in the 
1955 B-movie Revenge of the Creature. 
And who can torget Tom Hanks, now 
America's most celebrated actor, appearing 
in drag each week on Bosom Buddies? 
The same thing usually holds true in 
sports-entertainment. Very few competitors 
get the opportunity to break in with a major 
league organization and a good-as-gold | 
persona. Most Superstars past and present | 
spend years in virtual obscurity before | 
getting the slightest whiff of the big time. | 
This was the case even for Undertaker, 
the longest-running WWE headliner since | 
Andre the Giant. | 
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Years before he was known as | 
Undertaker, Mark Callaway was a student 
and basketball standout at Texas Wesleyan | 
University. Little more than a year into his | 
college career, he started traming іп sports- | 
entertainment. 


I was getting a lot of inquiries about | 
playing pro basketball in Europe. I was | 
getting а lot of advice telling me to put on | 
some size so that Га be able to cope with | | 
the physical style of ball they played over ! 

| 
| 


there, апа I started training at a health 


“From Texas Red to Mean Mark 
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club which, coincidentally, had an | 
emplovee who was trying to break into | 
wrestling. He tried to talk me into going | 
with him to wrestling camp. | wasn't really | 
interested because І was set on playing | 
basketball, but the more I thought about ir, | 
the more intrigued I became. The reality of | 
it was that even if | went overseas to play | 
basketball, Га probably only have two or 
three good years. So, finally, one day, he | 
and I started training for a career in this | 
business. 
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Unfortunately, this led him to one of 
the worst experiences of his life. He 
enlisted in a wrestling school run by Buzz 
Sawyer, a mainstay in Fritz Von Егіс 5 
Dallas-based World Class Championship 
Wrestling (WCCW). At the time, Callaway 
was unaware of Sawyer's shady history 
and reputation, but that changed. After 
taking over $2500 in fees from the naive 
rookie, Sawyer skipped town, leaving 
Callaway financially strapped, forcing 
him to borrow money from his brother to 
get by, 


A wrestler by the name of Lynn 
Denton—who wrestled under the name of 
| the Grappler—turned us on to Buzz 
Sawyer So, Iscrounged up a bit of money, 
and the next thing 1 knew, I was in Sawyer's 
wrestling camp. Many of the wrestlers in 
the World Class area trained at the same 
gym, and that was our door inte it. 

Buzz filled us with all these hopes and 
dreams, and told us to come up with $2500, 
and he would train us. So, I hocked almost 
everything I owned and came up with the 
money. 

1 remember the first day we showed ир 
аг Buzz = house. É pretty much knew we 
were in trouble right from the start. It 
must have been 9:00 or 10:00 a.m. when I 


| Air Taker: Mark айза $ ‚first 
love was basketball, but the Іше 
| ûf the ring forced him to cut short 


| ‚his college hoops career. 
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knocked on the door After knocking for 
what seemed like forever, Buzz opened the 
door and he was butt-ass naked. I was not 
a pretty sight. 


LÀ 


He looked at us like he had no idea what | 
we were doing there. Perry Jackson—who | 


Im still friends with 
house, and Buzz woke him up and told him 
to go outside and run us, lo work оп our 
conditioning. This went on for about two 
hours before Buzz came out. 

We were exhausted by the time he came 
out and took us through all these amateur 
drills. He's hooking and stretching all these 
puys. Basically, he was trying to run guys 
ой. Out of rhe 12 guys that actually showed 


wes saving аг Buzz's | 


up, I think I was the only one to make it in | 


the business, 


This went on three times a week; every | 


time we got there, we asked Buzz, “Are we 


going to work out in the ring?" Не told us 


that they needed to fix the ring and some 
other excuses. He was just going to keep 
doing this until he ran us all off. 
Eventuallv, we showed up one dav and 
the house was empty; Buzz was gone. I 


guess he had moved on to a new territory 
or something. But, for some reason, he 
left his dogs and had to come back and 
vel them. That's how I got even with him; 
I stole his two big rottweilers Just on 
principle. 

I learned a valuable lesson from Buzz 


Sawyer one that Î remember still to this 
day. Back then, this business was very | 
screwy and there were a lot of people trying | 


to take advantage of you. There were a lot 
of people going out of their way not to 
help vou. It's very different tham how it is 
today. 


Callaway never forgot being swindled, 
would find the man who had conned him 
and make him рау. In 1990, he finally got 
his chance to confront Sawyer when they 
were both in the old WCW, but he was 
unable to exact his own brand of revenge 
as Sawyer soon passed away. 

Callaway made his wrestling debut in 
the summer of 1984 with World Class. It 


began strictly as a part-time career, as he | 








Dead Man Walking...in Memphis. 
| During his USWA days as the Master 
| of Pain, a bearded Callaway puts the 

souphones to a hapless, hirsute 

opponent (above). 


The First Taste of Gold: Along with manager Ronnie Gossett, the Master of - 


| Red. 


He had his first match with the 


late, great Bruiser Brody іп the Dallas 
| Sportatorium, World Class’ modest—yet 
| fabled—home arena. His manager on that 
| first night was none other than Percival 
Pringle ІП, who would later re-team with 
Callaway in WWE as Paul Bearer. 
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big, and strong, but Bruiser Broc төс p 2 ын 
Î endary tough guy. I tied up with him and | 
тіле tried à ro ин en around, but he ser me 








poma 


i а. my: status was in шке pecking order. He 
ИШ did what he was supposed to do and what 


he should have done. But to his credit, de 


= spoke. up for me and said that wecw 


й should keep me and let go of some other | 
| guys. As it turned. out, they didn't keep me, 
but when Bruiser Brody showed interest | 
inme and thought I had potential, it really 


motivated me to keep going and achieve 


big things. 


When Callaway's coach asked him to 
quit wrestling, he made a fateful decision. 
Choosing wrestling over basketball, he left 


it! the team and dropped out of school. He 





Pain poses with his newly won ο Unified omm Ulla: 


was still a full-time student. А forward on 
his school’s basketball team, he won no 
favors with his coach, who was quite dis- 
pleased at having a star player wrestling 
during the season. 


=e а go down to the office and sit there, 


: Шр that somebody would notice me 


сапа talk to me. For months, the only one 








The disapproval of his coach may have 
been part of the reason Callaway debuted 
under a mask and called himself "Texas 





| continued competing pari-tme in World 
| Class while taking a job as а bouncer to 
| help support himself. 


With the national expansion of WWE, 
World Class soon went out of business. In 
1986, it was purchased by Jerry Jarrett's 
Memphis-based Championship Wrestling 
Association (CWA) and became World 
Class Wrestling Association (WCWA). 
Callaway remained on in a part-time 
capacity as Texas Red. In June 1987, he 
and former WWE strongman Ted Arcidi 
made it to the finals of a tournament for 
the vacant Texas Tag Team Championship, 


"| where they lost to the team of Tony Atlas 
ihe would speak to me was the referee 
Bronco Lubitch. Finally, one day, Fritz Von | 
Erich walked in and thought that 1 | 
reminded him of one of his sons, and rsa 
convinced him | to give me a shot. 


& Skip Young, 





By 1988, Callaway was wrestling on 
a more full-time basis. In preparation, he 
received training from one of the most 
famous masked wrestlers of all time, 
“The Spoiler” Don Jardine. It was Jardine 


p 





who taught him to walk the (ор rope, а 


maneuver he continues to use today, much | 
to his fans’ delight. 


The next real territory I wrestled in 
was South Africa. I was 20 years old, and 
i spent four months over there. Steve 
Simpson was a World Class regular; his 
father Sammy Cohen ran the promotion in 
South Africa. Не saw me and asked if I 


wanted to go there, It was a job, and it μι 


was what I wanted to be doing, so I said 
ΠΗ ΓΕ. 

I remember one of my first nights there: 
Гмах in Durban, and we worked in this 
outdoor tennis stadium and the people 
there were just crazy. The audience was 
mostly Pakistani and Indian. Their hero 
was a guy by the name of Tiger Jeet Singh, 
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I busted him up the first time we wrestled, | | During his “Marlboro Man” phase, a young Scott Hall strikes a surly pose with 
and he was bleeding pretty good. The | ; Callaway (above). The originator of the top rope walk, The Spoiler, performs 
fans actually rushed the ring, picked him | the maneuver while риву competing) in WWE in 1984 (above, ей. 


ир and carried him back to the dressing 
room оп their shoulders, and the rest of 
the thousands of people there rioted and 
threw bottles at те, They surrounded the 
ring and wouldn't let me leave. 

I spent over an hour in the ring after 
the match, Finally, I had to fight my wav 
back to the dressing room. Once I made it 
there, I spent an hour and half there before 
И was safe to leave. It was one heck of | 


|. 
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a ride. 1 left basketball ta ger racks and 
bottles thrown at те in South Africa. 
When I went over there, I weighed 315. 


жин! 


When I left, T was 270, I got sick, had | 


a jew injuries, and didn't really eat much. 
I was there for four months and I only 
wrestled 23 times. So 1 didn't make апу 
more than enough to survive and get home. 
When I got back, I still couldn't get booked, 


== 
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so weas back to the bars busting NR 
doing whatever I had to do to survive 
until the next booking came along. I never 
stopped looking. 


Callawav hit the inde 
pendent circuit, looking to gain more expe- 
rience in hopes of taking his career to 
the next level. He ditched the mask and 


At this point, 
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Callaway as the masked Punisher in 
World Class Championship Wrestling 
(left). Posing with two enthusiastic 
Mean Mark fans (above). 

adopted perhaps his most unlikely persona, 
The Commando, a character in the Sgt. 
Slaushter/Cpl. Kirschner mold. Clad in 
Магіпе fatigues and beret, he played to 
the crowd with chants of “USA! USA! 
USA!” Dunne this period, he spent much 
of his time in now-defunct Central Illinois 
Wrestling (CIW). 

Callaway enjoved his first big push 
when he агпуей in Memphis in early 1989. 
Ihe CWA was now the United States 
Wrestling Association (USWA), and the 
massive red-haired Texan shot to the top 
of the card as a monster heel known as 
the Master of Pain. During this time, he 
was managed by "Dirty" Dutch Mantell, 
(He was also managed for a brief period 
by Downtown Bruno, who would later 
perform іп WWE under the name Harvey 
Whippleman.) 

At the Mid-South Coliseum on April 1, 
1989, as the Master of Pain, Callaway cap- 
tured his first championship by defeating 
Jerry "the King" Lawler for the newly 
created USWA Unified Heavyweight title. 
He lost the title back to Lawler at the end 
of the month, but had demonstrated him- 
self capable of filling a maın-event role. 
Shortly before leaving Memphis, he went 
from heel to babyface by turning on his 
manager Ronnie Gossett. 

Perhaps to avoid burning out the hot 
Master of Pain persona, Callaway was sent 
to the US WA s Texas promotion, back to 
his old World Class stomping grounds. 
Once again donning the mask, he came in 
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this ime with Gen. Skandor Akbar as his 
manager and called himself The Punisher. 
In October, he won the USWA Texas 
Heavyweight Championship from Eric 
Embry on a forfeiture. After a two-week 
reign, he was bested for the title by the late 
Kerry von Erich, the shining star of the 
ill-fated Von Erich family. 
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At the beginning of 1990, Mark 
Callaway got his first taste of the big 
leagues when his impressive look and 
obvious talent gamed him а one-vear 
contract with WCW. He finally discarded 
the mask and was repackaged as Mean 
Mark Callous. As a replacement for the 
injured Sid Vicious, he joined with 
Dangerous Danny Spivey to form The New 
Skvscrapers under the management of 
current WWE referee Teddy Long. 

The original Skyscrapers had been 














embroiled іп а feud with The Road 
Warriors that continued after. Callous 
joined the mix. In early February, the two 
teams met at Clash of the Champions X 
from Corpus Christi, Texas, resulting in а 
disqualification win lor Hawk & Animal. 
They faced off again at the end of the 
month during Wrestle War '90 with the 
Skyscrapers losing in a Chicago Street 
Fight. 


My time in WCW was very tumultuous 
and also very interesting. I learned а lot 
from Spivey. 1 learned that nothing was 
too important io compromise your health 
for if you're not getting an appropriate 
return. We were right іп the middle aj 
a program with the Road Warriors, and 
Danny didn't like the direction we were 
going in, so one day, he dropped me off at 
the hotel in Atlanta and told me to teil the 
powers that be that he was going home. 
Sure enough, he didn't go to the TV taping 
the next day, and I didn't see him for 
another four years. He just said the hell 
with it. He showed me some of the politics 
of the game and how to deal with it. He 
left me there, but it was a good experience 
because it really taught me how to deal 
with the higher-ups. 


By the spring, The New Skyscrapers 
were no more. Mean Mark struck ош 
on his own in WCW, enlisting Paul E. 
Dangerously (a.k.a. Paul Heyman) as his 
new manager, and using the heart punch as 
а finishing move. He scored an impressive 
win over Johnny Ace in May at Capital 
Combat. The following month, һе handily 
defeated the late Brian Pillman at Clash 
of the Champions XI from Charleston, 
South Carolina. During his WCW run. 
Callous also participated іп a Japanese 
tour for New Japan Pro Wrestling (INJPW) 
under the name Punisher Dice Morgan. 

Mean Mark Callous’ singles push con- 
tinued with a string of impressive victories, 
leading to a shot at Lex Luger's United 
States Championship at the 1990 Great 


Mean Mark Callous makes his 


presence felt in the old WCW 
(above and left). The glory days 


were yet to come. 














| 


| 
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Before he Was LR.S.: Mike Rotundo 1 


suffers the ill effects of a Mean Mark 


chinlock. 


American Bash in Baltimore, After Luger 
came out the winner at the Bash, Callous’ 
push came to an abrupt halt. 

Unfortunately, his persona had never 
been properly fleshed out, and despite his 
obvious potential, Mean Mark came across 
as nothing more than а run-of-the-mill 
tough-guy heel, 


I was actually called into their office, 
ана Г think the presidents of the company 
were dim Herd and Jun Barnett. They 
pretty much sat me down and told me Ний 
| was a great athlete, биш that "nobody 
would ever pay money to see you wrestle. 
You re a mid-carder at best." 


Mean Mark never quite clicked with 
the fans, and WCW chose not to renew 
Callaway's contract at the end of the year. 
AI the time, 1t may have seemed like a dead 
end, but it tumed out to be the greatest thing 
ever to happen to his career. Іп spite of his 
hampering persona, his natural ability and 
look in WLW had caught the attention of 
WWE's talent recruiters. 


1 was upset. | knew that 1 had some- 
thing to offer Paul Heyman put me in touch 
wil Bruce Prichard, He was trying to get 
me a meeting with Vince. { think there was 
one time when Vince was actually going 
to sit down and watch one of my matches, 
but my hip was hurt, and I had to wrestle 
Lex Luger who was never really that 
accomplished as a wrestler Anyway, | 
had to go out there. 1 had the march and 
did what f could do, but needless to хау, 
Vince wasn't impressed. Fortunately, 
Bruce Prichard really persisted and kept 
pushing for a meeting. A month later we 
met. 


Mark Callaway's formative period was 
over. Undertaker was about to he born. B 
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The Road to 


WWrestleMania 
Royal Ru mble. 
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It was November 22, 1990, a dark апа dreary Thanksgiving 
evening, and a morbid chill hung in the air. For the unsuspecting 
thousands gathered al the Hartford Civic Center, a spiritual revolution 
was about to occur. A solemn bell tolled, signifying something, but 
what? Fans’ emotions quickly moved from security to uncertainty 
го fear, as funercal organ music played and an ominous stranger 
estruction had begun, 

He was cold, somber and unflinching—the portrait of darkness. 
Led to the ring by Brother Love, he was the mystery partner of Ted 
DiBiase's "Million-Dollar Team.” Apparently, even the dead had a 
price, and DiBiase had found a way to lure the Grim Reaper himself 
into WWE, As he stepped into the ring for the first time and stared 
straight into the eyes of Bret "Hit Man" Hart, it became apparent that 
this was a competitor like no other. This was Undertaker, 

Within seconds, Hart found himself on the receiving end of a 
Chokeslam from Hell, and when Jim "The Anvil” Neidhart sprang into 
the ring to make the save, he soon found himself on his back as well, 





slowly made his way to the ring, A decade of c 








Коко B, Ware entered the confrontation believing that with his speed, 
he could outmancuver Undertaker. However, he instead became the 
first-ever victim af the Tombstone piledriver. Without missing a beat, 
“Taker made short work of Dusty Rhodes and hurled the "American 
Dream" out of the ring and onto the arena floor. But “the Man from the 
Dark Side” wasn't finished. Unsatisfied with the carnage, he followed 
Rhodes to the outside and continued to pummel him back to the 
locker room while the referee counted to 10. Despite the countout 
loss, Undertaker proved all he 
needed on that one night. 


IN A Decade of 


Destruction ins 

As his path of destruction 
continued, Undertaker experi- 
enced a change in management. 
The Phenom called upon Paul 
Bearer, a being he'd known 
since his days working at his 
parents" funeral parlor, This 
high-pitched voiced, enigmatic 
man wielded a mysterious urn 
that, when raised in the air. 
seemed to have the mystical 
power of rejuvenating а 
downtrodden Undertaker, 
Immediately alter taking the managerial reigns, the crafty Bearer led 
Undertaker to an impressive string of victories, 





After destroying several overmatched opponents, "Taker hungered 
to bury a true Superstar. He got his wish when Jimmy “Superfly” 
Snuka agreed to face him at WrestleMania VH. The legendary Snuka 
believed he'd show the newcomer that there was no substitute for 
experience. But as the match commenced, it quickly became evident 
that the Fijian had underestimated his opponent. Snuka was unable to 
muster any offense, and Undertaker quickly dropped the future WWE 
Hall of Famer on his head with a one-way ticket to Tombstone City. 
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As if his impressive victory 
over Snuka wasn't enough to 
catch the attention of the WWE 
brass, Bearer and Undertaker’s 
next plan was guaranteed to 
raise а few eyebrows, For 
weeks, Bearer insulted WWE 
Superstars, challenging them to 


talk show. Eventually, Ultimate 
Warrior stormed the set and was 
presented with a custom-made 
casket featuring his logo on it. 
An enraged Warrior began 
to roughhouse Bearer until 
Undertaker attacked him from 
behind. The beating continued until Warrior was unconscious and 
then stuffed into the casket, which Undertaker promptly closed and 
locked, A group of referees had to pry open the casket and release 
Warrior before he suffocated. 

After seeing what had happened to his good friend, Hulk Hogan 
decided to appear on the Funeral Parlor to stand up to the Deadman. 
While Hogan was occupied in 
а face-lo-lace confrontation 
with “Nature Boy” Ric Flair, 
Undertaker appeared from 
behind and struck the WWE 
Champion with his urn. As 
Hogan lay motionless, tt 
hecame apparent that a meeting 
between the Immortal One and 
the Phenom was inevitable. 

On November 27, 1991, 
Undertaker received a title shot 
against Hogan at the Joe Louis 











be guests on his Funeral Parlor 





Arena in Detroit, Michigan, in the main event of Survivor Series. 
The match was electric. Hogan battled back from Undertaker's 
unrelenting assault, even managing to kick out of a Tombstone 
piledriver. As the match went on, Hogan used the momentum of the 
fans to rally an offensive attack against the Deadman that led the 
“Nature Boy” to ringside for a closer look, Distracted by Flair’s 


presence, Hogan rushed outside the ring to level Flair, allowing 
Undertaker time to regroup. Once back between the ropes, "Taker 
attacked Hogan and set him up for his second Tombstone. Just then 
Flair snuck a chair under the Hulkster's cranium and gave “Taker 
the victory. 

Due to the outside interference by Flair, then-WWE President 
Jack lunney declared that there would he an immediate rematch 
between the two Superstars six days later at a special event entitled 
Tuesday in Texas. Once again Flair showed up to interfere, but this 
time he was confronted by Tunney himself, who was knocked out 
during the mêlée. Amidst the turmoil, Hogan used the urns con- 
tents to blind Undertaker and regain his championship. Undertaker 
didn't receive а rematch against Hogan as Tunney declared the title 
vacant due to the faulty finishes. But his rivalry with Hogan only 
made him stronger. With his flame now burning brighter than ever, 
"Iaker was ready to embark on а career-altering journey. 





During the first few months 
of 1997, the “Man from the Dark 
Side” formed a partnership with 
Jake “the Snake” Roberts, who 
at the time was one of the most 
sinister and demented athletes 
competing in WWE, Following 
in Jake's footsteps, Undertaker 
learned the craft of playing mind 
games with an opponent and 
wearing them dow 





prior to getting in the ring. But 
one night Jake went too far. 
Looking for revenge against Randy "Macho Man” Savage, Jake 
raised a chair above his head and prepared to strike Savage's valet 
Miss Elizabeth. From out of nowhere, Undertaker appeared and 
stopped the attack by clenching Roberts” throat. 

While some fans began cheering the silent Phenom, many still 
questioned whether his intentions were pure, Eventually, Koberts 
asked him whose side he was on. 
Undertaker looked Roberts in the eyes and stoically replied “Not 
yours. With the question finally answered, Undertaker was now 
embraced by the masses, Soon droves of fans who “Taker referred to 
as his “creatures of the night.” came to arenas dressed all in black 
to cheer his every move. 

Al WrestleMania ҮШ, Undertaker finally had his match with the 
slippery Roberts. While early on it seemed that Jake's experience had 
given him a clear edge, Undertaker proved that he was practically 
Impervious to pain—taking two deadly DDTs, but quickly rising up. 
Eventually, he grabbed hold of Roberts and applied the Tombstone 
right on the arena floor, From there, “Taker folded the lifeless Snake's 
arms on his chest | 





as the referee counted to three, 








Undertaker's stunning victory over Roberts may have made him 
а hero in the fans eyes, but it also made him a target. Because of 
the Phenom s ability to run roughshod over some of the company's 
toughest Superstars, Harvey Whippleman saw him as a major 
stepping stone to WWE title contention, He acquired the services 
ol the Ugandan Headhunter Kamala and sent the savage to stalk the 
Deadman. 

Planning to drive the barbarian out of WWE, "Taker agreed to 
battle him at SummerSlam 92, Before ever stepping in the ring 
together, Undertaker already possessed an advantage over Kamala: 
the Ugandan was extremely superstitious and feared the dark side. 
sull Whippleman and Kamala's handler Kimchee tried to convince 


their charge that he had the necessary arsenal to overcome Undertaker 


and rid WWE of his morbid presence. 





games by driving to the ring in an old-fashioned British hearse 
complete with a coffin custom-made to fit the Ugandan Giant, Just 
as Kamala had feared, Undertaker was simply too much for him to 
handle that night. Had it not been for Kimchee storming the ring and 
striking the Deadman with his pith helmet to cause an immediate 
disqualification, "Taker would have finished off his opponent with a 
Tombstone. Yet despite the DO, Kamala's team wasn't done. After 
the bell sounded, the savage attacked Undertaker and climbed to the 
top rope before delivering 
а devastating 300+ pound 
splash. Yet before Kamala 
could slap his stomach 
in exuberance, Undertaker 
arose and chased him and 
his handlers out of the 
arena. 








The unfulfilling victory and post-match attack left Undertaker 


seeking revenge. He issued a challenge to Kamala for Survivor 
Series 92—the first-ever Casket match, 


where the contest would 


More than 50,000 of "Taker's loyal British supporters converged 


on Wembley Stadium to watch as Undertaker continued his mind end only when one opponent was locked inside a pine box. If the 








superstitious Kamala seemed crazed with fear in their previous 
encounter, he was one step from a padded cell after seeing the extra- 
large. custom-made coffin bearing the same quarter moon-and-stars 
design Kamala had painted on his torso. His handlers practically had 
to drag Kamala to ringside and force him to compete. 

In an act of desperation, Kamala attempted to finish “Taker early 
by using chairs, ring steps and anything else he could get his hands on. 
But when Kimchee ordered him to use the urn against “Taker, the 
frightened Ugandan refused to touch it. Quickly, Undertaker picked ир 
the urn, smashed Kamala across the head, folded his arms and rolled 
hum into the casket before nailing it shut. Most of Undertaker 5 fol- 
lowers assumed that with the biggest threat іп the industry demol- 
ished, he would refocus his energy on reclaiming the WWE title. 
They couldn't have been more wrong. 

Undertaker was the odds-on favorite at the 1993 Royal Rumble. 
He entered halfway through the 30-man contest and, as expected, 
dominated the other combatants. But before he was able to build 
momentum, a siren sounded and Harvey Whippleman marched to 
the ring with his new charge. Standing nearly eight feet tall and 
weighing close to 460 pounds, Giant Gonzales was unquestionably 
the largest man ever to step foot in a WWE ring. With tile effort, 
Gonzales sent Undertaker flying over the top rope, eliminating him 


from the Rumble, Gonzales wasn't through, though. He continued to 
pummel “Taker into unconsciousness before rolling him back into 
the ring and vanishing as quickly as һе had entered, As Paul Bearer 
raced to ringside and used the mysterious power of the urn to revive 
the Deadman, fans wondered if this was the end of their pale-faced 
hero. 

After being manhandled by Gonzales, Undertaker tumed his 
attention to secking revenge, and challenged the Giant to a match at 
WrestleMania IX in Las Vegas, Nevada. Again looking to play mind 
games with his opponent, “Taker slowly made his way to the ring in 
a death chariot complete with a black vulture. Gonzales, however, was 
unfazed and remained focused on tearing the Phenom limb from limb. 
What started as a seesaw battle eventually turned in Undertaker 5 
favor. As he had the giant reeling, Whippleman jumped onto the ring 
apron, causing a distraction. That was enough to allow him to toss 
the Giant a cloth soaked in chloroform. Gonzales covered "Taker's 
face with the гае and watched him sink into unconsciousness. The 
referee recovered in time to disqualify Gonzales, but even with the 
win under his belt, Undertaker was not satisfied. As Gonzales and 


his crew were in the ring celebrating, a staggering, отоору Deadman 
rushed from the back and cleared the nng of his tormentors. 
In hopes of settling the score, Undertaker challenged the leviathan 


to a "Rest in Peace” match at SummerSlam '93, where the only way to 














win was lo score a decisive victory—meaning that count-outs and 
DOs wouldn't stop the action. During the match, a bell began 
tolling as soon as Bearer came to ringside to cheer on his associ- 
ate and score a measure of revenge against Whippleman—who 
had stolen his urn on an episode of FL SuperStars а month earlier. 
With Bearer and the urn back in his corner, “laker was unstop- 
pable and, before long, he finished off the Giant and drove him 
from WWE. 

In the time Undertaker was busy chasing Gonzalez, a new 
behemoth had climbed atop WWE and captured the title: the former 
lapanese sumo star Yokozuna. Soon, һе would challenge the 
Deadman. 

Undertaker knew that he possessed the skills necessary to finish 
off the 500+ pound monster, and specifically requested a casket 
match. Surprisingly, Yokozuna's manager, the devious Mr. Fuji, 
accepted the challenge and set the date for Roval Rumble 1994. 
Undertaker dominated the contest, eventually hurling Yokozuna s 
large frame into the double-wide casket. But just when it seemed 
that “Taker was about to defeat his third giant in a row, something 





went terribly wrong. Рир 5 hired assassins, Tenryu and Kabuki, 
stormed the ring and attacked the Grim Reaper. Before he could 
recover, several more WWE Superstars rushed to the ring and aided 
in the attack. “Taker furiously fought off this ambush, but the odds 
were sacked against him. After the group wore out “Taker, Yokozuna 
dropped him into the casket and closed the lid. 

While the Deadman lay motionless in the casket, the top of his 
urn opened and a thick, green smoke billowed out, enveloping the 
arena in à mysterious mist, Moments later, à bell tolled and the 
arena went dark. Soon, Undertaker's face appeared on the 
TitanTron as he delivered a cryptic message to Yoko and his cohorts, 
assuring them that he would not "rest in peace.” Still, this would be 
the last anyone would see Undertaker for à long time. 





For the better part of a year, there was no sign of the Deadman. 
Speculation arose that his WWE run was over. During this time, there 
were various ' Taker sightings, giving rise to rumors of the Phenom 5 
return. The man responsible for bringing Undertaker into WWE, 


Ted DiBiase, even claimed that he had indeed brought Undertaker 


back to his stable. But Bearer insisted that DiBiase's Undertaker 


was nothing but a cheap imitation. Finally, Bearer and DiBiase agreed 
to have their respective Undertakers do battle at SummerSlam "94 to 
decide who was telling the truth. Not long after Bearer s Undertaker 
stepped through the ropes, it became evident who the real Phenom 
was. Sporting new tattoos and wearing purple gloves and stirrups, 
Bearer s Undertaker absorbed an exorbitant amount of punishment 


and kept coming back for more. In the end, the true Undertaker 


revealed himself by disposing of DiBiase's clone and sending him 


from the arena in a pine box. While Bearer was breathing à sigh of 


relief, Undertaker's mind was elsewhere. In order to repair his 
wounded soul, he needed to seek revenge on the man who nearly 


ended his career. 








Three months later at Survivor Series "94, Undertaker received his 
opportunity for redemption in another casket match against Yokozuna. 
The difference between this match and the first was that action-movie 
star and martial-arts master Chuck Norris was appointed the special 
nngside enforcer. As the match progressed and Undertaker gained a 
slight advantage. DiBiase sent members of his "Million- Dollar Team" 
to ringside to ald Yokozuna in his battle. But instead of another 
mélée like in their last encounter, Norris fought off the predators by 
throwing lightning-fast kicks at their heads. With the numbers at 
nngside even, Undertaker dropped Yokozuna into the casket and 
slammed the lid shut. While his score was settled with Yokozuna, 
the Deadman still harbored ill feelings towards DiBiase and his 
cohorts, and he wasn't about to let them walk away unscathed, 

The hatred between "Taker and DiBiase's group only intensified 
after they stole the sacred urn from Paul Bearer and threatened to 
destroy it and exploit its contents. At the 1995 Royal Rumble, 
Undertaker made short work of Irwin R. Shyster and nearly regained 
possession of the urn, but King Kong Bundy made sure that the relic 





remained in the hands of the corporation. Eventually, Undertaker 
challenged the 450-pound “Walking Condominium" to a match at 
WrestleMania XI. "Taker had no problems adding the big man to his 
growing list of oversized casualties. And when he was finished with 
the behemoth, he also regained possession of his urn. 

As the year progressed, Undertaker 5 competition seemed to gel 
bigger and meaner. In June, he suffered a rare loss, having been 
defeated by Men on a Mission's Mabel in the first round of the King 
af the Ring tournament. But, it got worse. When Undertaker was 
least expecting it, Mabel helped Kama Mustafa (today known as 
The Godfather) beat him down, allowing the "Million-Dollar 
Corporation" to steal his prized urn once again. This time, Kama 
vowed that Undertaker would never see his um again because he 
was going to melt it down and make himself a gold necklace. True to 
his word, Kama sported а brand-new, two-inch-thick gold necklace 
a short ume later. An infuriated Undertaker challenged Kama to 
a casket match at Summerálam, where he dismantled the self- 
proclaimed "Supreme Fighting Machine.” dropped him on his head 
and sent him away in а casket. While Undertaker regained possession 
of what used to be his urn, his peace of mind wouldn't last long. 


УП. To hell & Back] 


On the October 9, 1995 Raw, Undertaker was brutally attacked 
with over a half-ton of intensity—in the form of Mabel and Yokozuna 
Among the numerous injunes he suffered was a broken eye socket, 
which left his face severely bruised. Even after a month off to recover, 
he was forced to wear a thick, protective mask to shield the damaged 
area. АГ Survivor Series, Undertaker returned refocused and more 
intense than ever, During an cight-man tag-team elimination match, 
he single-handedly defeated Isaac Yankem. Jerry Lawler, Triple H and 
Mabel to score the victory for his team. Like a phoenix, "Taker had 
returned from another 
setback better than ever. 
Now was lhe time to 
channel all of his energy 
into winning back the 
WWE Championship. 

At Royal Rumble 96, 
Undertaker received a 
title shot against Bret 
“Ни Man” Hart. The 
technically sound cham- 
pion was considered ап 
underdog against his 
bigger and stronger chal- 
lenger. The Deadman 
took it to Hart and came 
close to defeating him on 
more Шап one occasion. 
The contest was actually 
so brutal ıhat Undertaker 
lost his protective mask. 
But before he could score 





the victory, “Big Daddy 
Cool” Diesel (now com- 
peting as Kevin Nash) 
interfered, attacked the Hit 
Man and ended the match 
by disqualification. At the 
time. Hart was Diescl's 
main rival, but alter costing 
the Man from the Dark Side 
his second WWE Cham- 
pionship, he now had a new 
nemesis to deal with. 

A short time later, 
"Taker received a much- 
deserved rematch, but again 
Diesel showed up—only 
this time he wasn't just 
targeting Hart, he was after 
the Phenom as well. After 
punishing “Taker with three 
straight jackknife power- 
bombs, Diesel was shocked to see his victim mse up—a true testa- 
ment to Undertaker's resiliency. 

At S. In Your House in February "96, Diesel was battling Hart in а 
cage match when Undertaker ripped through the canvas and dragged 
Diesel under the ring. Moments later, а shaken Diesel reappeared 
with his pant leg torn and a glazed look in his eyes. "Taker had shown 
Diesel a sample of the dark side—and the seven-foot monster didn't 
like what he'd seen. The rivalry remained unsetiled, and a match was 
soon made between the two al WrestleMania ХИ. While he did give 
up a few inches to Diesel, Undertaker soundly defeated him with à 
Tombstone piledriver and ended the big man's tenure in WWE. 

Mot wanting to end up like Diesel, few Superstars stepped up 
to face Undertaker in the coming months. But soon the deranged 
Mankind challenged him to a match at King of the Ring, The masked 











madman was unlike any opponent Undertaker had ever faced. He 
was fearless, unpredictable and mentally disturbed. А true psychotic, 
he not only was practically impervious to pain, he seemed to relish it. 
Goine into this match, Undertaker knew he had a formidable opponent. 
What he didn't know was just how sadistic and volatile Mankind 
could be. No matter how much punishment "Taker dished out, 
Mankind just kept coming at him. And when Bearer "accidentally" 
hit Undertaker with his um, it allowed the Deranged One to gain the 
advantage and win the match via a Mandible Claw. As Undertaker s 
[ans scratched their heads at the surprise victory, many wondered if 
Bearer's actions were trulv accidental. 

The hatred between Undertaker and Mankind boiled through the 
summer. Al SummerSlam "96, the rivals agreed to meet in the first- 
ever "Boiler Room Brawl” where most of the match occurred in 
the bowels of the Gund Arena in Cleveland, Ohio. In one of the most 





brutal battles in WWE history, "Taker and Mankind 
attempted to maim each other with ladders, steel pipes 
and other foreign objects. Everything was legal. But 
the biggest shock came when a weakened Undertaker 
knelt in front of Bearer to salute the um and was 
knocked across the head bv his manager. As Bearer 
sneered over his accomplishment, Mankind again 
picked up à win. For unknown reasons, Bearer had 
decided to sever his ties with the Deadman and 








formed an unholy alliance with Mankind. 

While it was rare for Undertaker to suffer a defeat, 
two consecutive losses were unheard of. Mankind had 
taken it to Ше Deadman and beaten him by using 
Undertaker's own weapon of choice—mind games, 
But "Taker was determined to take this rivalry to the 
next level by challenging the Deranged One to a 
Buried Alive match— where the only way to win the 








contest was lo throw your opponent шо a six-foot hole and cover 
them completely with dirt, A focused Undertaker took Mankind 
apart and eventually delivered a Tombstone piledriver before 
dropping his foe's limp body into the 
eravesite and covenng him. No sooner 
had Undertaker s hand been raised ІП 
victory when he was struck with a 
shovel by Bearer's newest assailant, a 
masked man known as the Executioner. 
Mankind and the Exccutioner then 
attempted to finish off “Taker by thrust- 
ing him into the hole and filling it with 
topsoil. As Buried Alive came to a close. 
а bolt of lightning struck the gravesite 
and a purple glove reached from the 
grave, leaving all ta wonder if they had 
seen the last of the Deadman. 

The next month at Survivor Series, 
Undertaker—dressed all in black and 
wearing a cape—retumed to settle the 
score with Mankind. To prevent outside 
interference, Paul Bearer was suspended 
їп а shark cage high above the ring. 
Proving his superiority, Undertaker 
bested Mankind in what turned out to 


be a grucling, yet even contest. 

As Mankind lay helpless, Undertaker lowered the cage to release 
his remaining aggression on his former manager. But just as "Taker 
was about to seize Bearer, the Executioner stormed the ring and 
attacked him. "Taker now realized that in order to get his hands on 
Bearer. he'd first have to finish off the Executioner. 

Undertaker got his wish at VE Jn Your House: It's Time when he 
faced the Executioner in an “Armageddon Rules" match—where а 
winner was declared after their opponent was pinned or submitted. 
Since there were no rules, Undertaker had to fight not only the 
Executioner, but Mankind as well. Against all odds, Undertaker 
prevailed after hitting the Executioner with a Tombstone, pinning him 
and leaving him unable to answer the 10-count. As 1996 came to a 
close, Undertaker had overcome everything his former manager threw 
at him, but the bad blood between the two was as strong as ever. 

since Mankind and the Executioner failed to destroy the Deadman, 
Bearer enlisted the services of Vader to aid in his quest. His plan 
came tà fruition at the 1997 Roval Rumble when he used the urn to 
help Vader defeat the Man from the Dark Side. On that night, both 
Vader and “Taker competed in the Rova! Rumble contest and were 
eliminated by Stone Cold Steve Austin. But video footage later 
revealed that Austin had already been thrown over the top rope 
without being seen by a referee. A decision was made that the only 
fair way to determine the winner of the vacant WWE Champion- 
ship would be to hold a Fatal Four-Way match at the next month's 
pay-per-view, At VL. In Your House: Final Four Undertaker faced 
Vader. Steve Austin and Bret Hart—who had also been illezally 
eliminated at the hands of Stone Cold. After Vader and Austin were 
eliminated, Undertaker and Hart battled for the title. But before 
‘Taker could score a victory, an enraged Austin raced to the ring 
and cost him the match. 

A short while later at WrestleMania 13, Undertaker, dressed in 
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seemed Ша Undertaker had the deck stacked in his favor, because 
Michaels and Hart despised each other. As the contest started, the 
Heartbreak Kid kept his word to be completely impartial, even though 
he was continuously antagonized by Hart. Eventually, Michaels had 
had enough and picked up a steel chair to scramble the Hit Мап 5 
brains. But at the last moment, Hari moved and Undertaker absorbed 
the vicious blow. As Hart made the pin, Michaels grudgingly counted 
to three and awarded the championship to Bret, 


Bearer continued his threat to reveal "Taker's long, lost brother, 
but the Phenom had other more pressing issues to deal with. Whether 
Michaels had actually meant to hit him at SummerSlam was unim- 
portant; he wasn't about to let the Heartbreak Kid get away with 
costing him the WWE Championship. The two initially battled at In 
lour House: Ground Zero, but when the match ended іп а no-contest, 


Undertaker remained unsatished. WWE officials knew that in order 
to have a fair fight between the two without any outside interference 
or faulty finishes, they would need to find a way to keep the action 
in the ring, Before long, Undertaker and Michaels agreed to meet in 
the first-ever "Hell in the Cell" match at Y Zn Your House: Badd 
Blood. 





s “old-school” costume, paced to the ring to face Sycho Sid for 
e WWE Championship. Before the night was over, Undertaker 
id regained the title—five-and-a-half years after his initial run. 
round this ume, Paul Bearer re-appeared on the scene and began 


ackmailing Undertaker with a demon from his past. Не claimed g | E 
at if Undertaker didn't accept him back as his manager, he would PAE fats f AM EC 
veal an explosive secret that would ruin Undertaker's career and ΠΒ πα... WELL Зада coi 
: 13 : te ч RA MEER ως ET 
rever turn his “creatures of the night” agamst him. At first “heh A TR 


ndertaker acquiesced to suppress the tale, but when Bearer's 
esence became more of a hindrance than a help, Undertaker knew 
at he couldn't keep his secret buried forever, 

During an episode of Raw, Bearer revealed how at a very voung 
re, Undertaker was playing with gasoline and accidentally started 
fire that killed his parents and younger brother at the family’s 
ortuary. He claimed to have proof that "Taker s younger brother 
ane survived and was living somewhere in hiding. Initially “Taker 
med Bearer's accusations, not wanting fans to know the details of 
5 dark past. He also didn't believe that the brother he thought had 
ed in a house fire could sull be alive. Week after week, Bearer 
yptically shouted, "He's alive Undertaker, and he's coming!” 
wusing the Deadman to become increasingly enraged. 

Despite those challenging summer months, Undertaker success- 
Шу defended his title against Vader, Mankind, Faarooq and Stone 
old Steve Austin, 

Finally, Bret Hart received his title shot at SummerSlam ΒΖ, 
th Shawn Michaels appointed the special referee of the contest, it 





Un October 5, 1997, a sold-out crowd in St. Louis witnessed 
е making as Undertaker and Michaels tore each other 
inside and out of the custom-made steel structure. As they 





ry int 
parked on one of the most dangerous and grueling encounters 
ver іп sports-entertainment, Undertaker's mind was filled with 
ughts of impending doom. As a bloodied Michaels lay semi- 
conscious, the arena was engulfed in darkness while a thunderous 
explosion echoed through the crowd. Dreary organ music plaved and 
dim red lights filled the arena. А seven-foot monster, dressed all in 
red and black, his horribly burned face covered in a mask, paced 
towards the cage and tore 
ihe door off it. Looking 
и each other for the first 
time іп years, Kane and 
Taker began a chilling 
staredown until finally 
the interloper kicked 
Undertaker in the stomach 
and Tombstoned him in 
the center of the ring. 
[hese actions allowed the 
beaten and battered Shawn 
Michaels to pin the 
Phenom and pick up the 
victory, 
When 


recovered, he appeared 


Undertaker 


distraught and did every- 
thing he could to avoid 
а confrontation with 
his vounger brother. 
Throughout the following 
months, һе refused to fight his sibling, citing that it was too personal 
and that he would not wage a public war against his own flesh and 
blond. Led by Bearer, Kane walked through “hellfire and brimstone” 
on à rampage, leaving a trail of destruction and managed to carve his 
name into an elite list of title contenders. Kane wasn't looking for 





а title, though. He wanted revenge on his brother. Bearer threatened 








Undertaker by saying that Kane would destroy everyone in WWE 
until he got what he wanted, To that end, Bearer schemed to break 
Undertaker down and get the siblings in the ring. The plan began 
when Kane came out after one of "Taker's matches, while the Phenom 
was still in the ring. Kane dropped to one knee saluting him, and 
“Taker res 
began as ta whether the demonic siblings had buried their differences 


»nded by saluting back, stunning onlookers, Speculation 





and formed а bond, or if it was all part of a master plan to gain 
Undertaker's trust, Still wanting to enrage the Deadman, Bearer told 


а Story of how 





1e got lonely one night at the funeral parlor and had 
an affair with Undertaker's mother, revealing that Kane was actually 
his son. Thus, the two were actually half brothers. 

During this period, Shawn Michaels defeated Bret Hart for the 
WWE Championship at Survivor Series 797, Undertaker still had 
unfinished business with HBK for costing him the title to Hart and for 
his defeat аг Bade Blood, To settle the score, Undertaker challenged 
Michaels to a Casket match for the title at the 1998 Royal Rumble. 
“Taker and Michaels pulled out the stops in their attempt for victory, 
Michaels used everything from salt in the eyes to steel ring steps to 
assistance from D-Generation X, but Undertaker kept coming. In fact, 
it was in this match that Michaels injured his back. At one point, both 
combatanis were locked in the casket simultaneously. After delivering 
a particularly vicious Chokeslam from Hell, Undertaker gained the 
advantage and delivered a Tombstone piledriver right into the casket. 
Before he could slam the lid, a bevy of WWE Superstars ran out and 
attacked the Deadman, Just as they began pummeling him, the lights 
went out, pyro exploded from the entranceway and Kane rushed the 
ring. Within seconds, Kane cleaned house and rescued Undertaker. But 
as soon as he'd saved his brother, Kane attacked him, chokeslamming 
hum into the casket and watehing as Michaels and Triple H slammed 








the lid shut for the victory. Kane 
wasn't finished, though, As his 
brother lay helpless ın the casket, 
Kane wheeled it to the entrance- 
way and doused it in gasoline. 
Bearer lit a pack of matches and 
threw it onto the casket, causing 
it to explode in flames. Just as 
he had been burned during his 
youth, Kane exacted retribution 
om his brother. 

For one month, nobody saw 
or heard from the Deadman. But 
much to the surprise of Bearer 
and Kane, he returned in February 
a changed man, Even though 
"Taker swore he'd never lay à 
hand on his brother, Kane's 
actions at the Royal Rumble sent 
him over the edge, and he vowed 





lo ignore their blood ties and seek revenge at WrestleMania XIV. On 
March 28, 1998, the brothers finally faced off at the FleetCenter in 
Boston, Massachusetts, After another chilling stare down, the two 
exchanged blows while taking the double-reinforced ring to its limits. 
Paul Bearer watched as his protégé absorbed an extraordinary 
amount of pain and came back for more. After three consecutive 
Tombstones, Undertaker was finally able to cover Kane for the three 
count, As "Taker triumphantly made his way to the dressing room, 
there was little doubt that this sibling rivalry was far from over. 

A month later at VV. In Your House: Unforgiven, "Taker and Kane 
met in an Inferno match. The lights were extinguished and the ring 
was surrounded by fire. The brothers locked up. hoping to set the other 
ablaze. Finally, Kane was set afire and Undertaker was victorious. 

Now that he had gotten two huge wins over Kane, "Taker felt the 
rivalry was cooling. and he decided to move on to bigger things. He 
demanded a title shot. Vince McMahon ordered a match between 
the brothers, with the winner becoming No. 1 contender to battle 
the WWE Champion, Stone Cold Steve Austin at the 1998 King of 
the Ring. With the aid of Mankind, Kane won and earned an oppor- 
tunity to compete for the title, 

On that same night, Undertaker met his nemesis Mankind in 
what is still considered the single most brutal cage match in WWE 
history. When the combatants were freed from the enclosure, they 
climbed atop the 15-foot steel structure where they continued beating 
each other senseless. But as Mankind ran towards “Taker to attack 
him, the Deadman sidestepped and sent "Mrs. Foley's baby bay” 
flying through the air and crashing through the announcers’ table. 
Despite a dislocated shoulder, severe concussion and missing teeth, 
Foley refused medical attention and climbed the cage to continue 
the fight. As fast as Foley had reached the top, he was sent crashing 
through it again, right back into the center of the ring. With Mankind 
now a bloody mess, Undertaker looked at the carnage through the 
open panel of the cage's roof. Yet Mankind wasn't finished, In an 














ΑΙ SummerSiam 98, 
Kane was scheduled to team 
with Mankind to delend the 
Tag Team Titles against the 
New Age Outlaws in a 
Dumpster match. When 
Kane failed to appear, 
Mankind was at a distinct 
disadvantage. Suddenly 
Kane dashed out of a 
dumpster and smacked 
Mankind in the face with a 
sledgehammer, costing him- 
self and Mankind the win. 
Later that evening while 





Undertaker was competing 
against Austin, Kane again 
emerged from the back. 
Instead of allowing his 
younger brother to help him 
defeat Austin, "Taker kept his 
word and sent the seven-foot 
monster from ringside, After 
an intense battle that mostly favored Undertaker, Austin nailed 
"Taker with a low blow while he was walking the top rope. Just one 
Stone Cold Stunner later, Undertaker found himself staring at the 
lights while the referee counted to three. A gracious Undertaker 
then grabbed the title from the referee and handed it to Austin. 

As the summer wore on, Undertaker and Kane began their reign 
of terror by demolishing everyone. After working out a business deal 
with Vince McMahon, the duo were entered into а Triple- Threat 
title match against Stone Cold Steve Austin at Breakdown, with a 
stipulation stating that the only way they could win the title would 
be to defeat Austin and not each other. 
Kane and "Taker worked together 





throughout the match, and they even- 
tually succeeded іп destroying the 
Texas Rattlesnake. But the brothers 
simultaneously pinned Austin and 
were both awarded the contest. The 
next night on Raw, Mr. McMahon 
promised to name one ol them the 
new champion, but as he was about to 
make his announcement, Austin drove 
a Zamboni to the ring and assaulted 
him. 

Later that might, the Chairman was 
fuming that Undertaker and Kane 
failed to defend him against Austin. 
He reneged on his agreement with 
them and ordered the siblings to face 
each other at Judgment Day for the 
vacant championship, with Stone 
Cold as the special referee. But as 





McMahon continued to insult the brothers, a mélée ensued, Undertaker 
and Kane systematically tore Mr. McMahon apart and crushed his 
ankle in between the ring steps, sending the maniacal owner away 
[ог a lengthy hospital stay. The Brothers of Destruction were out to 
prove that nobody was safe from their wrath. 

It quickly became evident that Austin wasn't going to properly 
officiate the match at Judgment Рау. When he began baiting and 
antagonizing both Kane and Undertaker, they soon turned their 
attention to putting him ош of action in hopes of getting a different 
referee to officiate. Meanwhile, Paul Bearer returned from his lengthy 
absence and came to ringside, pretending to patch things up with Kane. 
After Kane chokeslammed “Taker, Bearer asked Kane for permis- 
sion to finish off the Phenom with a chair. But at the last minute he 
turned and nailed Kane instead. When Kane sought retribution, his 
brother came from behind and crushed him with a steel chair. 
Eventually the match was thrown out when Austin attacked both 
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competitors, declared himself the victor, and left with the WWE 
Championship. 





After two years of separation and turmoil, Undertaker and Paul 
Bearer were on the same side again, The next night on Raw, they 
revealed that they had once again formed an “Unholy Union.” Bearer 
stoically stated that he had come to lead the Ministry of Darkness 
in conquering WWE. Undertaker then grabbed the microphone and 
admitted that he purposely started the fire that tragically killed 





their parents and burned 
Капе, “Taker went on to say 
that he would never allow 
Kane to join the Ministry 
because he was weak and that 
this assemblage was gomg 
to be made of individuals 
who were strong in mind and 
body. 

Without anyone to control 
his actions, Kane quickly 
became unbalanced and out 
of control. In fact during a 
match between Undertaker 
and A-Pac, Kane came to 
the ring and threw а fireball 
at Taker. But the Deadman dodged the object, and it struck А-Рас, 
Although he showed remorse, Kane continued to randomly interfere 
in other Superstars’ matches to release his frustration. 

The WWE title was still vacant, and at Survivor Series there was 
а 14-тап “Deadly Games Title Tournament" to crown a champion. 
Alter receiving a first round buy, Undertaker met Kane in the second 
round. The Deadman was victorious, but was knocked out in the second 
round after his brother interfered in the contest and chokeslammed his 
opponent, The Rock, The “Great One” didn’t mind the easy victory, 
he simply stood back and watched as the siblings fought their way 
into the back, 

As the year passed, Undertaker became more evil, He viciously 
attacked Austin with a shovel, causing the Bionic Redneck to suffer 








blackouts that hospitalized him. “Taker followed Austin to the infir- 
mary, captured him and drove him to a cemetery in a hearse, Once they 


reached the graveyard, he and Bearer considered burying Austin 
alive before deciding on a more fitting end that involved taking him 
back to their quarters to embalm and sacrifice him, An unconscious 
Austin was laid out as Undertaker leaned over him to make an incision, 
Luckily for Austin, Kane interfered and allowed him to escape before 
Undertaker could use the scalpel. Undertaker swore that he wasn't 
finished with Austin and declared that he would make sure Austin 
burned in Hell, A short time later, “Taker knocked out Austin with 
а chair, bed him to Bis iconic symbol and crucified him in front of a 
national audience. 

Undertaker = sadistic actions led to a controntation with Austin 
at fr Four House: Rock Bottom, where they met in a "Buried Alive” 
match. Throughout the epic encounter, Austin and Undertaker used a 
variety of foreign objects to gain the advantage. Just when it appeared 
that Austin had finished “Taker with a Stone Cold Stunner, he chose 
to chase down Bearer instead of burying the Deadman, This mistake 
gave Undertaker more than enough time to recover, Kane raced out, 
assaulted “Taker and delivered a graveside Tombstone before drop- 
ping his brother's limp body into the six-foot hole, Suddenly, Austin 
reappeared, driving a backhoe that he used to fill the grave to the 
brim and bury Undertaker alive. 

After a brief absence, the Man from the Dark Side returned with 
anew look that perfectly suited his altered personality. He wore a 
black gown with a hood and chanted demonic phrases. Soon, he began 
recruiting lost souls to join his Ministry of Darkness. First, he and 
Bearer captured Phineas 1, Godwinn, who they brutalized in a dark 
ceremony where they brainwashed him into acting subservient and 
answering to the name Mideon. Their next targets were Faaroog 
and Bradshaw, who they appropriately deemed the Acolytes. 
Before long, The Brood—Gangrel*, Edge, Christian—and Viscera 
were added to the Deadman's followers, Week after week, “Taker 
claimed that he and his minions were simply doing the bidding of 
a “higher power.” 


At Sr Valentine's Day Massacre, Undertaker tried to capture the 





E A has. 
enforcer of Mr, McMahon's Corporation, Boss Man, but the former 
prison guard escaped before being sacrificed. "Taker’s actions 


made Mr. McMahon furious, leading him to form a scheme to stop 


Undertaker from taking over his company. One of McMahon's 


ideas was to have Undertaker meet his brother in a second Interno 
match, While Mr. McMahon sat at rineside to enjoy the action, Paul 
Bearer came down and delivered a special package which contained 
ап old, heaten-up teddy bear. As soon as Undertaker won the match 


by setting his younger brother's leg on fire, he went to McMahon, 


grabbed the stuffed bear and set it ablaze, As the event 
came to a conclusion, McMahon was on his knees, 
wailing and crying over the burning bear. 

Vince assigned the Boss Man with the task of 
meeting the Deadman at WrestleMania XV in a Hell 
in the Cell match. A few weeks before the event, 
"Taker attempted to thwart his upcoming challenge by 
trying to hang the Boss Man on his iconic symbol. 
However, a croup of WWE Superstars foiled his plan, 
and the local police arrested the Deadman, forcing him 
to spend a night im jail. 

At WrestleMania XV, Boss Man dished out his own 
brand of punishment by handcuffing “Taker to the cage 
and pummeling him with his night stick. Eventually 
Undertaker broke free and delivered a Tombstone to 
Boss Man for the victory, But Undertaker wasn't fin- 
ished with his foc, The Brood dropped from the rafters 
and broke into the cell. Once inside, they lowered a 

noose for “Taker to wrap around Boss Man's neck, Seconds later, the 
cage was raised and Boss Man was hung 10 feet above the canvas. 

Soon it was revealed that Undertaker had his eyes on Mr. 
McMahon's daughter Stephanie. Weck after week, the Phenom stalked 
Vince's family, threatening to kidnap her, Out of desperation, 
McMahon enlisted the aid of Кеп Shamrock—whose sister Ryan 
had once been kidnapped by the Ministry—to punish Undertaker at 
Backlash 99 Although Shamrock did inflict some damage to "Taker’s 
legs, the Deadman prevailed over the mixed martial-arts expert, 





McMahon. Immediately, Vinc 
face lit up with a sadistic smile 
he expressed how his deep-seal 
hatred for Austin had left him 
choice except to fool everybody 
including his own family 
order to screw Stone Cold. 

At King of the Rin 
Undertaker successfully defend 
his title against The Rock, but | 
next night on Raw, he was defeal 
by Stone Cold Steve Austin. 1 
crafty owner then decided 
needed to put everything on | 
line in order to make Austin's | 
a living hell. To achieve this gc 
McMahon created a “First-Ble 
End-of-an-Era" match with stij 
lations that cited if Undertal 
won the match Austin would ne 
receive another title shot, bu! 
Austin were victorious, then Î 
McMahon would have to le: 
WWE. In the time leading up 
Fully Loaded, "Taker and Aus 
took turns attacking each oth 





leaving both their heads w 


Aside from this important victory, Undertaker accomplished what 
he'd been constantly intimating throughout the preceding wecks— 
he had kidnapped Stephanie McMahon. The following night on Raw, 
the Ministry brought Stephanie to the ring on the iconic symbol to 
take part in a dark wedding. Before the ceremony was finished, 
Austin rushed to the ring, cleaned house and rescued the reluctant 
bride. 

In an even more shocking turn of events, Shane McMahon 
revealed that he was secretly partnered with Undertaker and his 
Ministry. This alliance morphed Shane's Corporation—without Vince 
McMahon—and "Taker’s Ministry into one all-powerful faction 
known as the Corporate Ministry. As the groups merged and took 
control of WWE, Undertaker revealed that in the near future, the 
higher power would make his presence known. In the meantime, 
Undertaker received a title shot against Stone Cold with both 
Vince and Shane McMahon as special referees. During the contest, 
father and son began bickering, and Shane shoved his father into 
Undertaker, who fell on top of Austin. Shane quickly dropped to 
the mat and delivered an extremely fast three-count, awarding 
Undertaker his third WWE Championship. 

On June 7, 1999, millions of viewers tuned in to witness the dis- unhealed wounds. As “Taker came to the ring to battle Austin, 
closure of the higher power that Undertaker had been referring to head was still oozing blood from where Austin had busted him οἱ 
for the past few months. There was speculation ranging from Jake earlier in the evening. With such a clear advantage, it was ju: 
“the Snake” Roberts to the “Million-Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase. The matter of time until the referee stopped the match and awarded 1 
questions were answered when the mysterious druid slowly made Austin. Undertaker had failed his boss and the “Austin/McMal 
his way to the ring and revealed himself as none other than Vince Era” was officially over. 








XI. An Ay 


Mammotl 





As a new era in WWE began, Undertaker somewhat disbanded 
the Ministry and began looking for badder cohorts to watch his 
back. After having somewhat resolved things with his brother prior 
lo Fully Loaded, “Taker asked Kane to dissolve his union with X-Pac 
and join him on the dark side. In the meantime, Undertaker 
revealed his secret association with Big Show—whom he'd taken 
under his wing as an apprentice—knowing that a trio involving 
Kane as well would be virtually unstoppable. Kane pondered the 
offer, but eventually chose to stand faithfully by Х-Рас 5 side, Hoping 





ta teach his younger brother а lesson for making a bad business deci- 
sion, “Taker and Big Show unleashed their wrath on Kane's big- 
hearted friend. The vicious attack sent X-Pac to the hospital and 
Kane off the deep end. Before too long, the four Superstars agreed 
to settle their differences through the use of violence. 

At Summerslam '99, “Taker and Show— managed by Paul Bearer— 
battled X-Pac and Kane for the WWE Tag Team Championship. In 
a skirmish that involved three giants, X-Pac was clearly over- 
whelmed by the tremendous size difference. Eventually, this weak 
link was exploited as Undertaker and Big Show captured the titles. 





ЕПСЕ 


Their reign lasted only eight days before they were defeated by the 
Rock ‘п Sock Connection of The Rock and Mankind. The titles went 
back to "Taker and Show again in the first week of September when 
the tandem defeated the Rock nm Sock Connection on SmackDown! 
in à "Buried Alive" match. In à scheduled "Dark Side Rules” match, 
Undertaker ordered Mideon and Viscera to act as his substitutes 
and team with Big Show to defend their ttle. But "Taker's three 
cohorts were unsuccessful as Mankind and The Rock re-captured 


Ihe prize, 





Upon seeing Undertaker s irresponsible actions, 
Vince McMahon ordered hum to battle Triple H in a 
casket match the following week on SmackDown, 
but Undertaker wanted no part of it, He then let 
Vince know that although the Chairman owned 
WWE, nobody could tell him what to do or when 
to do it. This defiance angered McMahon enough to 
remove Undertaker from an upcoming "Six-Pack 
Challenge" for the WWE Championship al 
Unforgiven. Calmly, Undertaker told Vince that 11 he 
wanted to stop him from competing in the contest, 
then maybe he wouldn't be participating in WWE 
anymore. And with that statement, Undertaker 
walked out of the building and ended an unequalled 
nine-vear run without even looking back. Ш 
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Mark Callaway likes to refer to himself as a 
reluctant celebrity. Although he’s been in the limelight 
for more than a decade as WWE’s Undertaker, he 
rarely speaks out, preferring to keep his thoughts and 
personal life private, In this rare interview, he discusses 
the origin of Undertaker, his transformation into 
the American Bad Ass, his relationship with Vince 
McMahon, his feelings about those who love him— 
and those who don't-and much more. In addition, 
we asked a few other legends to give their thoughts 
on Mark Callaway and where he fits in the history of 
this business. 
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World Wrestling Entertainment: How did 
Undertaker come about? 

Mark Callaway: Undertaker was a 
vision of Vince McMahon. Everybody 15 
well aware of all the characters that he's 
created. He liked the old Western under- 
taker with the long coat and the big hat; he 
just never found the right guy to portray 
him. 1 guess it would have had to be some- 
body with a real cold, monotone person- 
ality. Looking back, I guess I didn’t show 
him much personality when I first met him. 

I was silting at home when the phone 
rang. | answered and heard, “Hello, is this 
Undertaker?” It dawned on me after a 
second that it was Vince, and I said, “Okay, 
sure.” Then he laid out the whole thing 
io me. 

Initially, I was a little concerned, think- 
ing it would be too strange or wouldn't be 
done the way I felt the character should 
be portrayed. Fortunately, he allowed me 
to develop the character the way I felt it 
should. It was a real collaboration, and I 
guess the rest is history. 

It’s kind of funny, I knew I was going 
to get the call from him back then. I just 
felt it. At the same time, the promotion 


was leading up to Survivor Series, and I 
was terrified that he was going to call me 
and want me to be a big ере, to shave my 
head and eyebrows and be "egg man.” 
It was definitely a relief to get the 
Undertaker call. 


VW: What did it mean to you to defeat 
Hulk Hogan for the WWE Championship 
at Survivor Series іп 19917 At the time, 
he was the No. I man in the business and 
it seemed no one could beat him. 
Callaway: It was amazing. | always knew 
I had something to offer. That moment 
when I became champion for the first 
time...all the work, all the doors that had 
been slammed in my face, all the people 
who had told me that I was wasting my 
life, it all paid off. I knew deep down that 
I had something. I didn't know that I would 
be able to sustain it as long as I have, but 
at that moment I knew if I stayed focused 
and dealt with the crap, I would succeed. 
At that moment, it was like everybody that 
doubted me could kiss my ass because I 
was here. 

It was more a victory over those people 
than it was over Hogan. I was excited to 








beat the legend, but it was more a victory 
over all those people who had told me 
that people would never pay money to see 
me wrestle. 1 had taken the chance, and it 
paid off, 


VI: Was ir different this past May when 
your beat Hogan for the title at Judgment 
Day? 

` Callaway: Yeah, it was a little more 
personal this time. I just kind of wanted 
to show him who had the run of the yard 
now. 


Үй: During the years following your first 
victory over Hogan, you fought a series of 
giants. It seemed as if every huge Superstar 
that came to WWE fought. Undertaker 
What was that like? 

Callaway: I enjoyed the theatrics of 
Kamala and the other giants, but I really 
didn't want to wrestle most of those guys. 
They were very limited [in what they could 
do in the ring]. I take a lot of pride in what 
1 do and what we present to our fans. We 
can laugh about it now, but it was a case 
then where my intent was to take chicken, 
s*** and make it chicken salad, to work 
around those guys as much as I could. 
In doing so, I ended up putting my body 
through hell. That whole stretch probably 
took а few years off my career, 


#1: Do you prefer wrestling against bigger 
or smaller guys? 

Callaway: It doesn't matter to me. Some 
people are allowed into this business 
because of their size and not their ability, 
and that usually causes problems for who- 
ever their opponent is. The risk factor is 
already off the chart for two guys who are 
excellent athletes ала excellent wrestlers. 
You add a guy who is neither, and there's 
a huge potential for injury. 

But as far as size goes, it doesn't matter 
to me. I think [νε had some of my better 
matches with smaller guys like Shawn 
Michaels and Bret Hart. On the Пір side, 
I also thought that I had some great 
matches with Yokozuna. T thought we had 
ап unbelievable run together, | wish our 
industry would have been stronger at the 
time. 





V: A lot of people left WWE for other 
promotions during the "05, Yer, vou didn't. 
Why didn't you ever go to WCW or some 
other organization ? 
Callaway: I'm very loyal—loyal to a fault 
sometimes. Not to say that | wasn't dis- 
pleased by the direction our company was 
going at certain times. But when no one 
else believed in me, Vince did. He gave 
me a job and an opportunity to show the 
world what I had to offer. That became 
the overriding factor. I had offers to leave 
and make a lot more money and work a 
lot less. But when I had nothing, Vince 
gave me an opportunity. I chose to stick 
with him and give back. 

l've grown to respect Vince as a busi- 
nessman, and | consider him a friend. I 
consider his family part of my family. 
That's very uncommon in this day for any 
business, much less this one. 


Y: You were injured in 1999, and when 
vou came back in 2000, vou were no longer 
the “Man from the Dark Side,” but the 
“American Bad Ass.” Why the change? 
Callaway: That was a huge decision for 
me. I think one of the keys to my success 
has been my ability to put my finger on the 
pulse of our fans. Our fans are very loyal, 
but they also have a short attention span. 
Throughout my career, there have been 
subtle changes in Undertaker. I do that to 
create interest, 

I think when I came back it was where 
our audience was. They’re much more 
sophisticated than they used to be, much 
more knowledgeable of the business. I 
thought that Га taken the older, darker 
Undertaker as far as I could at the time. 
So my whole objective was that the 
American Bad Ass was lhe evolution of 
Undertaker. I describe it as Outlaw Josey 
Wales 2000, a modern-day outlaw, loner. 





To this day, no matter how I talk, if I 
mention "souls" and “death,” there's still 
that darkness and mystique of Undertaker. 
Who's to say that if something traumatic 
happened to Undertaker, he might not go 
out in the desert and pick up that old 
hat, coat and gloves, and ride through the 
darkness one last time. 


E You've been called a locker room 
leader. What does that mean, and how does 
it make you feel? 

Callaway: lt makes me feel good that the 
guys | work with and spend so much time 
with look at me in that role. It's not some- 
thing I politicked for. I think that they 
appreciate the way I conduct myself and 
the way I do business. When we ге al work, 
although we have good times, everything 
is about business. I think they appreciate 
the fact that I treat people the way I want 
to be treated. Also, I, and the other guys 
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for that matter, аге not going to tolerate 
B.S. or bad attitudes. So overall, [πι glad 
that people look at me like that because 
they respect what I bring to the locker room 
and what I bring to the company. But, there 
are a number of guys who could be consid- 
ered locker room leaders. Triple H, Kurt 
Angle, those guys are looked up to not only 
for what they do in the ring, but for how 
thev treat younger talent. They help people 
and they always have an ear for you if you 
have a problem. 

I think there are only a few of us still 
around who went through the old territory 
sysiem. 50, a lot of guys come to me and 
ask how to deal with certain situations. 1 
can give people insight on how to handle 
problems relating to this industry. 


Y: Do you ever feel conflicted in your rela- 
tionship with the guys and Vince McMahon? 
Callaway: I don't think it's too much of a 
problem. First and foremost, І never play 
one against the other. If anybody tells me 
something in confidence, they know it stops 
right there. Everybody's pretty much aware 
of the relationship Vince and І have, but 
we ve also had problems professionally. 
They know that Pm not above anybody, 
that I don't get special treatment. It's not 
like that. But, I never use my "stroke." 

Back in the old days, if you went out and 
partied all night long, whatever happened 
stayed there. Today, if I saw somebody doing 
something that I thought would conflict 
with business, I would take care of it per- 
sonally. I don't think that anyone feels that 
I go tell Vince if I see something. But, they 
do know that we have to do what's best for 
our industry, or they will deal with me and 
the other guys. The entertainment industry 
is 80 competitive that we can't afford to 
stumble. 


Wi: You have your fair share of critics. 
Some followers of the genre, especially those 
who like to voice their opinions on the 
internet, have been particularly critical of 
your performance/position in WWE. How 
do you respond to them? 

Callaway: Those people really don’t have 
any effect on what I do. What those people 
on the internet forget—and need to realize— 
15 that they are only fans. They're entitled 


WE ASKED MARK CALLAWAY TO COMMENT 
ON SEVERAL SUPERSTARS WHO HAVE BEEN 
INEXTRICABLY LINKED WITH THE DEADMAN 
OVER HIS ILLUSTRIOUS CAREER. 


55: Yokozuna? 
Callaway: Tremendous wrestler, and a 
really good friend who I miss dearly. 


WH: Mick Foley? 
Callaway: A guy who was all about 
his fans. He did things to his body that 
no man could probably do. I really 
enjoyed the runs that I had with 
him, not because of recklessness, but 
because of the sheer brutality of our 
matches. 3 

Mick was off the chart. That neither 
one of us was hurt worse than we were 
during our Hell in the Cell match at 
King of the King 1998 15 a minor miracle, 
When that panel broke loose and he 
fell to the mat, 1 didn't expect him to 
get up. I didn't expect him to get up 
from going through the table cither. 
My ankle was broken at the time, too. 
It was a war. 


We Shawn Michaels? 

Callaway: Great in-ring performer. 
Probably one of the best ever, It's just 
a shame that some of his personal 
demons hurt his legacy. But as far as a 
performer, I don't think there were too 
many better. 


We: Stone Cold Steve Austin? 
Callaway: Stone Cold and 1 came up 
pretty much together. We were probably 
some of the last guys who came up 
through the territories. We really paid 
dues, and his story mirrors mine in that 
һе was also told that he would never be 
a big draw. It was really good to see a 
fellow Texan achieve the success he 
did. Нева very hard worker. There 
weren't very many who worked harder 
and tried harder to entertain the fans. 


We: Kane? 

Callaway: He's a really good friend. 
And even at this point, I don’t think 
he's achieved the success that I think 


he will. I hope he's given an opportunity 
to be even bigger. I think he can be 
extremely huge. I think Kane's barely 
scratched the surface as to what he has 
to offer. There's probably not a better 
person and a nicer guy in this industry. 


nr Hollywood Hulk Hogan 
Callaway: True icon and true legend. 
As far as his mark in this business, he's 
unquestionably one of the biggest stars 
ever. Personally, Em not sure of all his 
behind-the-scenes agenda. I think he has 
too much of the old-school mentality 
of looking out for himself. But his place 
іп history goes without saying. 


#7. Paul Bearer? 

Callaway: Another true friend. Edon't 
think that I would have been able to 
maintain my career without Paul. He 
kept me out of a lot of trouble in my 
wilder heyday. He made sure that I was 
where I needed to be, and he made 
things à lot simpler for me. А true 
friend and somebody that hopefully 
will have a place in front of the camera 
for WWE again. I hope that he makes 
и back. Maybe we'll ride up and down 
that road again. Ш 





to say what they want, but nobody puts 
themselves under more scrutiny than I do, 
especially at this point in my career. It's 
very important to me not to be out there if 
I can't compete with anybody on the card. 
When somebody is holding back out of 
respect for me, then, hopefully, someone 
else will come up to me and say, “You've 
lost a step, you shouldn't be out here.” 1 
don't think Em there vet. 

These internet people think they know 
so much about this business, but they don't 
know s***, They know what they re 
allowed to know, but they don't sign my 
paycheck. I've read where they say, "He 
won't move over, He won't do business." 
Um waiting for somebody to move me over. 
Vince McMahon is a smart businessman 
and, regardless of our relationship, if lm 
not in a position where I am drawing fans, 
then Em not going to be there. 1 wouldn't 
want to be there. 

I think a lot of these people are so 
geared to the smaller wrestlers, the guvs 
that jump around, that's the only thing 
that entertains them. I don't use wrestling 
moves as an end all and be all. I'm out 
there to tell a story. 

So these critics don't affect me. When 
they say I'm old or that I’m slow, I think 
they forget that Pm six-foot-eight and 
over 300 pounds. Even at this point in my 
career, I would go against anyone my size 
and go move for move with them any day. 
If I worried about what they said, I would 
have retired a long time ago. | worry about 
what the guys in the locker room say, what 
the real fans that pay their hard-earned 
money for our shows say, and what Vince 
McMahon says. 


Ч Despite your critics, you are unques- 
tionably one of the most popular Super- 
stars in WWE history. Did you ever think 
Undertaker would attract such a loyal, 
pronounced and almost cult-like following ? 
Callaway: I never would have foreseen 
that happening, especially with the initial 
reaction | received when I first came out. 
| remember the small kids crying and 
wondering whether I was really dead. I 
never thought I would have been received 
the way I have been. Undertaker fans are 
the most loyal people in the world, no 





matter how Гуе changed over the years, 
They've always respected what Гус tried 
го give them. Um sure most of them would 
prefer the old, gothic, darker Undertaker, 
but they all appreciate what I bring and 
my vision of where Undertaker needs to go. 

[ think fans in general like to go with 
the flavor of the week, Shawn Michaels 
was the hot thing for a while, then Stone 
Cold, then The Rock. Where my fans are 
concerned, they ve never wavered, They ve 
stuck with me through thick and thin, It's 
really amazing that I've been received that 
way, and it really inspires me when my 
hips are hurting so badly. It helps me gear 
up and do what I'm supposed to do. 


WW: You've accomplished everything that 
one could accomplish in this business. What 


# Хань ш 








motivates you to keep competing now? 
Callaway: For years, my personal life was 
in such disarray, my whole release was 
work. I enjoyed work. I enjoyed being on 
the road. I enjoyed the nightlife. I think 
right now what motivates me is that my 
personal life is in check. My marriage to 
sara has changed me as a person. Um 
happy. Being around for so long and being 
able to perform at a level with today's 
Superstars, the 25-year-olds and their style, 
is a real challenge. To be able to come from 
the era 1 did, and to he able to compete 
with these athletes, to he able to perform 
at their level, and to be able to pass on my 
knowledge so that maybe they can have 
careers similar to mine, motivates me. 
It's fun trving to keep up. 8 
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КІС FLAIR Re 
Undertaker х a tremendous per- 
former. And being a tremendous 
performer makes him a very good 
wrestler Mechanically, he's good. 
He's got a great presence and per- 
sena. He сап wrestle jusi about апу 
style that comes down the road. 

Beyond a shadow of a doubt, 
he's heci МИР ГЇ legend. He E: been On 
ғар a long time in a huge position 
with а huge company, There are 
several qualifications that I think 
make а guy a big-time player, and 
he's got all of them. He's got a great 
character. He's a great worker, and he's got à great work ethic. 
He's got "it" and has had it for a while. 

Not only is working with him ап honor, but its something 
that every wrestler looks forward to: when vou can wrestle a 
guy who is a tremendous performer—and Гуе literally worked 
with just about everyone there is. { had some real good matches 
against him last year and when I was here before. [ enjoy watching 
him. He does a lot of fantastic stuff. 

Оле of the key secrets to lasting so long on top is work ethic. 
He's very loval to this company, and he's got a once-in-a-lifetime 
persona. It's one of those things that just took off. and he had 
the tools to make it happen. There are a lot of guys who couldn't 
have done it. I don't know too many guys that could, 





MICK FOLEY E 

He's totally dedicated to his char- 
acter, to the point where Га actually 
get goosebumps when I was stand- 
ing in the ring and would hear his 
music playing. There were times 
їй! Га hear that gong, and Paul 
Bearer would tum to me, Га look 
at his arms and see the goosebumps, 
ана he'd look at mine and see them 
too. It was just a thrill to be ош 
there. 

It's flattering to think that when 
you look at his career, people still 
pair ux together in their memory. When I came to WWE, if was 
obviously a critical point in my career, because if my WWE 
career had been a failure, probably the general public would 
look at my entire career аз being a failure. 1 mentioned in my 





first real, original, fantastic concept 


r ОН One Legend | ‚first book that I owe Undertaker a debt of gratitude for being 


professional enough to take a look ata guy who didn't have star 
quality written all over him in the traditional sense, and still 
have the faith in me as a performer to go out there and do business. 

The word "legend" gets thrown around an awful lot, but I felt 
he was a legend long before | got to WWE. If anything, the last 


jew years have just cemented that. The fact that he's been in ап 


increasing amount of pam over the years but has still given top- 
level performances is really a testament to him. He's been able 
to roll with the punches and shift with the times, so his character 
has never really gotten stagnant. 1 thought it was a brave move 
when he decided to get rid of the “Deadman” persona and 
become the "American Bad Ass." In retrospect, he probably added 
a couple of vears to his career 

But in my heart, he's still the guy who turned the lights off 
when he came out, Га like to see him do that again before he 
refires. 


SHAWN MICHAELS @ 

To start off with, Mark Callaway 
came in with the best character 
WWE ever had. The idea of him as 
Undertaker with Paul Bearer was 
amazing, Traditionally, vou gave a 
guy black trunks and black boots, 
апа he sa wresiler But his was the 


that had the right guy to play it. The 
combination of the character and his 
personality helped it take off more 
an anyone ever imagined. 

Не also set a new standard in a 





different way. When you're а guy my size, vou damn sure better 
be able to work in the ring. When you're a bigger guy, you SOME- 
times get a little leeway. A lot of the bigger guys back then had 
no substance, but Taker was different. He had tremendous athletic 
ability. Watching him, it was hard to believe he was [almost] 
seven feet tall and 300 pounds. 

I knew he would be special the first time E sew him walk the 
ropes, I like to think I can spot talent when I see it, апа when I saw 
him, а [nearly] seven-footer, walking the ropes, 1 knew he was 
special. 

From a personal standpoint, working with him was nothing but 
a pleasure. 1 had some of my best matches ever with him. What 
| enjoyed most was his trust іп те. With other guys, [had good 
matches. They got what they wanted out of the match, but thev 
didn't necessarily trust me, He did. And he always protected me. 
So that trust worked both ways. I had to trust him because | 
always wrestled him as a heel, so for the most рагі, we were 
telling a simple story. My job was to go out there and gel beat up. 
I trusted him in а way that Î could really trust only one other 
person, Kevin Nash, and that's because he happens to be one of 








тү best friends. Undertaker had no reason to take care of те. Не 
and 1 weren't close friends. Ме had а professional relationship. 
To him, it was business. To me, it was class. 

As a smaller guy, vou give your body to your [bigger] opponent, 
анд some guys would take advantage of it. He always took care 
of те. When you don't have conscious thoughts of protecting 
yourself running through your mind, you can let the match go, 
and the end result is a nice, finished product. That's what he and 
Г always had. 

l've heard him comment that our first Hell in the Cell match 
is his personal favorite, Here's a guy who's been in the ring with 
Ric Flair, Hulk Hogan, and some of the greatest wrestlers ever, 
so to hear that is very flattering. You really сан 1 get a better 
compliment than that. 

Behind the scenes, in a business where being boisterous usually 
works lo your advantage, he did just the opposite. He was a quiet 
guy, and he set a great tone in the locker room. So aside from 
what he did professionally, behind the scenes, his behavior as a 
person was a credit to him, too, 

We're two very different personalities. He's quiet; I'm loud. 
Um not his style. But he never worried about it or discussed it. 
We both just wanted to have a good match. 

I think from a wrestling fan х point of view, you can certainty 
put him among іле greatest. I've been in the ring with him, and 
[ve seen him display that ability with me. As someone who's 
been in the ring with him, I feel comfortable putting him іп that 
category. 


DUSTY RHODES JE 

! was a part of Undertaker's first 
[WWE] match, at the 1990 Survivor 
Series. [remember that he was really 
huge and powerful, and he had 
d really eerie way about him. The 
whole concept behind his creation 
was really cool. I remember thinking 
that he had potential 10: be some- 
thing really special, and he proved 
me right on that. 

There are very few who last. 
There are names like Dusty Rhodes, 
Flair, Hogan, and guys like that. À certain tier of guys that, whether 
you waich wrestling or not, you know their name, you know what 
they're all about. He's that type of character. 

What's kept him where he's at is the fans, He's a guy that has 
pride in his product, a pride that very few guys have. No, he's not 
as fast or as strong as he was 12 years ago, maybe he can't do 
some of the things he used to do, but every time he's out there, 
he shows the pride he has in the product. It's what separates the 
big-money ballplavers from the average baliplayers, апа you 
can see it nightly. It comes through. 

That's the type of person the fans will always come back to. 





Forget the money. Once you get through the ropes, you forget the 
топеу--уои re entertaining 20,000 to 30,000 people, and vou lay 
It all out for them. If you do that, they will always cling to you, 
and hold you to their breast. That's why you see some guys who 
become stars instantly and are just there for a fleeting moment. 

The fans brought him to the dance, and as long as he's willing 
to leave with them—that's an old Texas saving—he 5 gonna stay 
on top. Because he pays them back. 

His persona has placed him іп that tier of 10 or so guys, who 
can walk into a room and be instantly recognized. When you 
become one name, you know you're there. When vou re able to 
say “Taker” and the whole room knows who you mean. Even 
people who aren't fans will say, "Oh, isn't he on that show on 
Monday night?" That's how vou know vou ve gained legendary 
status, when vou become that one-name guy. Like the Dream, 
the Hulkster, or someone like Madonna in the entertainment 
business. “Taker is the same way. He transcends. 


STONE COLD 

STEVE AUSTIN 77 

He always does his homework. He's 
in shape now—better than he has 
ever been. It seems like he's feeling 
better. He seems to be more motivated 
now than he has been in the past, 
which is not to say he hasn't been 
motivated—he х no slacker—but right 
now he's running in high gear physi- 
callv and mentally. 

He's still hungry after all these 
years, the Decade of Destruction. He 
still wants to go out there and have 
the best match possible, and he still wants to be in the top 
angles. He's done everything һе can to keep his character fresh, 
Look at the longevity he's had—you don't just come to WWE 
and hang around for I0 vears at the top level and not do the 
right things. He does a lot of the right things all the time. 

When he came along, there was the shock value, the impact. 
1 remember—1 was watching. T used to work with ‘Taker back 
when he was "The Punisher" down in the USWA, when they were 
kicking the crap out of me every night, and 1 was paying my 
dues. And watching when he came i0 WWE, that character was 
Just unreal. 

І remember when I first came to WWE and stepped in the ring 
with him, thev would dim the lights and all the people would 
throw their lighters up, and I would forget half the stuff that was 
fixing to go on. It was just an overwhelming experience. 

He's definitely made his mark in the business as far as being 
a top draw, a top characters and one of the top big men ever to 
get in the ring. Ш 
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or 11 years, the circumstances 
surrounding Undertaker's first 
WWE title win tortured him. 
His name was Іп the record 
books, but fans always viewed 
the victory with a hint of sus- 
picion. 

Rather than mellowing as the years 
passed, the discontent grew within him. 
Each landmark he achieved made “Taker 
more zealous to cleanse the slate of the 
controversial win—and subsequent loss— 
in 1991, There was only one way to achieve 
this end: by once again crossing paths with 
Hollywood Hulk Hogan and righting the 
perceived wrong. 

In early 2000, there was little likelihood 
of that collision ever taking place, Hogan 








was under contract to rival organization 
WCW, and Undertaker was strugeling to 
overcome injuries and regain his former 


status, In the spring, there were еспе hints 
of a return. A group of little girls was seen 
on the TitanTron at WWE shows, chanting 
nursery rhymes їп eerie, sing-song voices, 
amidst flames and disturbing symbols. 
Then at Judement Day, WWE titlist The 
Rock clashed with Triple H in a 60-minute 
Ітоп Man Match. With the clock running 
out and the two men tied at five pinfalls 
apiece, Triple H's allies stormed the ring 
and savaged The Rock. On the TitanTron, 
the image of the little girls appeared again 
as Undertaker blazed to ringside on his 
motorcycle, 

Gone was the attire associated with the 
afterlife. Instead, Undertaker sported a blue 
bandanna, biker vest and an even more 
elaborate array of tattoos than in times 
past, He was no longer “Тһе Phenom” or 
“The Man from the Dark Side,” but the 
"American Bad Ass." 





"I may not dress like Satan anymore," 
һе а later say. "But Em still down with 
the Devil" 

Undertaker unleashed his pent-up fury 
on Triple Н, chokeslamming him and 
following that up with a Tombstone 
piledriver, However, the intervention 
worked in Triple H's favor. Special referee 
Shawn Michaels—knocked unconscious 
earlier in the bout—tfinally snapped to his 
senses, spotted the huge intruder and 
awarded the final fall to Triple H via dis- 
qualification. The “Cerebral Assassin” was 
the new WWE Champion. 

Not surprisingly, The Rock was livid. 
Eager to see two of his enemies neutralize 
each other, WWE Chairman Vince 
McMahon exploited the situation, and 
quickly signed the "People's Champion" 
to à lumberjack match with the newly 

resurrected “Deadman.” But before they 
had the opportunity to lace into each 
other in the contest, McMahon's 
allies attacked both combatants. 
standing back-to-back, Undertaker 

and The Rock fought off the 
threat with help from Kane, 

“This 18 my vard, Undertaker 
warned all future foes. “And l'm 
the baddest in it.” 

By the ¿000 King of tne Ring, 
Undertaker put himself in contention 
to once again acquire the biggest 
prize іп sports-entertainment. He 
joined with The Rock and Kane 
against Shane McMahon, Vince 
McMahon and Triple H in a six- 
man tag team battle with a special 
stipulation: whoever scored the 
decisive pinfall would leave with 
the WWE crown. 

To many observers, Undertaker 
was the favorite in the contest, How- 
ever, the old rivalry between he and 
Kane resurfaced during the match, 
As they fought each other instead of 
their opponents, The Rock managed 
to pin Vince McMahon апа recap- 
ture the WWE title. 

On the surface, Kane and “Taker 
appeared to make peace after the 
match, The American Bad Ass 
focused on other pursuits, defeating 
Kurt Angle at Fully Loaded in July. 


тр s 


Then іп August, as Undertaker was tangling 
with Chris Benoit and Shane McMahon 
during Ram; Kane resurfaced, lifting up his 
brother and chokeslamming him through 
the ring. 

Ош for revenge, Undertaker waged war 
against his sibling at SummerSlam 2000. 
Raging at what he saw as a deep, emotional 
betrayal, Undertaker dug under Kane s 
mask and cut him open before scoring the 
win. 

Eventually, Undertaker and Kane would 
reconcile, heralding a peaceful chapter ın 
their often tempestuous relationship, In the 
interim, “Taker found himself entangled ІП 
the machinations of another unusual family. 
While wrestling Kurt Angle at the 2000 
Survivor Sertes, the Amencan Hero fled the 
ring, disappearing under the canvas, and was 
apparently pulled ош by his heels by Taker. 
Undertaker quickly pinned the man in the 
patriotic singlet. But on closer inspection 
of the man’s features, referee Earl Hebner 
refused to log the victory. Undertaker һай 


pinned an imposter! As the American Bad 


Ass argued, the real Kurt Angle snuck into 
the ring and rolled him up for the рїп, 


The next night оп Raw, Angle revealed 
the imposter to be his brother Eric. Rather 
than chuckling along with the joke, the 
Deadman threw Kurt from the entrance 
ramp and introduced Eric to the “Last 
Ride"—a lethal powerbomb variation 

The next several months were a blur lor 
the American Bad Ass. On December 15, 
2000, he captured the WWE Tag leam 
Championship with The Rock, only to lose 
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it the next night to the team they defeated, 
Edge & Christian. 

Meanwhile, the animosity between 
Undertaker and Triple H, which had been 
brewing from their previous encounters, 
still lingered. As Undertaker mounted his 
bike before a scheduled match, he was 
assaulted by “The Game,” who dropped the 
bike on his rival's leg. When the American 
Bad Ass attempted to mete out revenge 
with a lead pipe, Triple H alerted the 
authorities and had his foe arrested. 

Aiding his brother's cause, Kane lifted 
Stephame McMahon—the former wife of 
Triple H—and threatened to throw her 
down a staircase if a match between his 
brother and the “Cerebral Assassin" wasn't 
signed for WrestleMania X-7. Fearing for 
Stephanie’s safety, then-WWE Commis- 
sioner William Regal agreed 

“Triple Н," Undertaker vowed, "I will 
make you famous.” 

The encounter at Houston's Reliant 





Astrodome was a wild brawl. Triple Н 
used his signature sledgehammer to batter 
his opponent, while Undertaker choke- 
slammed his adversary from the production 
platform, following up with a flying elbow. 
In the end, Undertaker scored the win with 
the Last Ride, extending his unbeaten 
streak at WrestleMania to the year 2001. 

Other triumphs soon followed. On 
April 17, 2001, he won his fitth WWE 
Tag Team Championship, teaming with 
Kane to dethrone Edge & Christian. At 
SummerSiam that August, the two unified 
the WWE and WCW Tag Team titles with 
а win over Chris Kanyon and Diamond 
Dallas Page. Although both reigns were 
short-lived, Undertaker s “Decade of 
Destruction” was in full gear. 

But in the midst of the fanfare, “Taker 
found himself swept up in one of the mosi 
unsettling events of his entire career. His 
wife Sara was being 


victimized by a stalker - κ 
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who followed her everywhere, videotaping 
her most private moments and broad- 
casting them on WWE programs. When 
Diamond Dallas Page revealed himself as 
the stalker, the American Bad Ass pro- 
claimed that his antagonist had “a death 
wish, and he would do his best to make 
that wish come true. During the next few 
months, both Undertaker and Sara took 
turns beating DDP mercilessly. 

The altercation with DDP deeply 
affected Undertaker. Just as fans took his 
first tithe win lightly, he came to believe 
that a large percentage of the population was 
denying him the respect his accomplish- 
ments warranted. Otherwise, why would а 
fellow gladiator mess with his wife? The 
anger percolated within the American Bad 
Ass until he could по longer contain it, 
releasing it in the most unexpected ways. 

On November 26, 2001, Vince 
McMahon demanded that Stone Cold 
Steve Austin join his "Kiss My Ass Club." 








Not surprisingly, Austin refused. From the 
announcers’ table, Jim Ross chuckled ас 
the proceedings. When МсМайоп noticed 
the behavior of the venerable announcer, 
he demanded that Kurt Angle bring J.K. 
into the ring as Stone Cold's replacement. 

As J.K. was forced into the ring, “Taker 
interceded. While most expected him to 
immediately put an end to what was hap- 
pening, he instead asked J.R. if he planned 
to kiss the owner's posterior. When Ross 
replied with a resounding, "Hell, no," 
Undertaker looked at him coldly. 

“15 that because you think you're better 
than me?” he challenged, before turning on 
J.R. and assisting Angle in jamming the 
announcer's face into McMahon's back- 
side. 

The American Bad Ass had made 
a life-altering decision. Now, he was 
going to live һу a lawless code. At 
December's Vengeance, "Big 4 
Evil" won the Hardcore PUE τ. 
Championship alter | à 


Wan Dam off the 


== + 


slamming Rob | "E ARRE М 


entrance stage and through à 
pile of tables. Eight days later, 
he delivered the Last Ride to 
both Jeff Hardy and Lita from 
the entrance ramp, sending the 
duo to the hospital. Three days 
after that, he injured Jeff's 
brother Matt by ramming a chair 
into his throat. 

At the 2002 Royal Rumble, 
Undertaker was heing double- 
teamed by the Hardyz in the 
jlman elimination match when 
fiery rookie Maven surprised 
the veteran by dropkicking him 
out of the ring. The humiliation 
by a newcamer caused some- 

thing inside Undertaker to 
, snap. Before returning 


to the showers, the American 
Bad Ass dragged Maven 


N through the audience, beating 
him bloody at everv stop. 








(Maven received а measure of justice on 
February 5, when he captured Undertaker's 
Hardcore Championship, thanks to an assist 
irom The Rock). 

Мо one knew it at the time, but 
Undertaker was working his way back to 





Hogan. 
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А. Ringleader Collection 

Undertaker” Action Figure 

WWE" ShopZone" exclusive! Perfect for play or 
display, Poseable. PVC and ABS. Approx. 61/2" Н, 
503120 5 15.00 


В. Undertaker” Red Big Evil T-Shirt 
Back: Fighting is a lifestyle.” Red. 

100% cotton. Importer 

SIZES: M L XL XXL 

#03118 $25.00 


C. Undertaker" Knit Hat 

Whether you re ridin? your hag or walkin’ 
through the "hood, you'll want "Big Evil" 
protecting you. Black. 100% acrylic. 

One size fits all. 1 imported. 

503119 520,00 


D. Undertaker” 

“Big Evil Red Devil” T-Shirt 

NOW you сап take your own trip on the evil 
side by buying the tee that represents evil 
personified. Undertaker* demands it of you. 
Devil design on front and "Big Evil Red Devil" 
on back. Black. 100% cotton. Imported. 
Sizes; M L XL XXL 

203114 525.00 


E. Undertaker” “Big Evil Red Devil” 
Hooded Sweatshirt 

When it gets to be a cold day in you know 
where, this is the sweatshirt that every 

"Big Evil Red Devil” should own. Pullover 
Black. 90% cotton/ Оо polyester. Domestic. 
Sizes: M L XL XXI 

203116 540.00 


Е. Undertaker” “Respected by All” 
Baseball Cap 

Embroidered design. Front: Undertaker 
demon logo; back: “Respected by a 
Deadman Inc."" Black. 100% brushed 
structured, Imported. 

"0317: 519.98 
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At WrestleMania X8, two giants 
of the mat world squared off al 
Toronto SkyDome, when Undertaker 
battled “Nature Boy” Ric Flair. 


“Taker had prepared for the clash by 
toying with Flair's mind, pulveriz- 
ing his son David and best friend 
Am Anderson, In the WrestleMania 
ХЕ confrontation, Flair tried living 
up to his reputation as the "dirtiest 
player in the game,” but Undertaker 
proved that he was even dirtier. 
When Anderson tried interfering, 
Big Evil met him with а spine- 
buster. Flair smashed his 
rival with a chair, but 
ihe American Bad Ass 
rebounded, vanquishing 
the “Nature Boy” with a 
Tombstone and making 
his unbeaten streak at 
WrestleMania а record- 
setting 10-0. 

Having disposed of Flair, 
Undertaker was ready lor | 
the other icon of sports- 
entertainment, Hollywood 
Hulk Hogan. 

After a long hiatus, the 
Hulkster had retumed "home" 


to WWE, winning the WWE Undisputed 
Championship from Triple H at Backlash. 
After simmering for more than a decade, 
the American Bad Ass finally had the 
opportunity to correct the past. 

Hogan was well aware of the psycho- 
logical tactics of the Deadman, and tried 
mind games of his own before their title 
match, like running over Big Evil's motor- 
cycle with ап 18-wheeler. Instead of sulk- 
ing. Undertaker astonished his foe with an 
act of unconscionable brutality, binding 
Ногап to his own motorcycle, then hop- 
ping on and dragging the Hulkster across 
the floor of the arena's backstage area. 

Hogan was still sore when the two met 
at Judgment Day on May 19, 2002. But 
he knew how to fight Undertaker's battle. 


In fact, it took ап unscheduled appearance 
by Vince McMahon to even the score in 
favor of the American Bad Ass. At the end 
of the match, McMahon positioned him- 
self on the ring аргоп, while the Hulkster 
covered his rival for a pinfall attempt. 
During the pin try, the referee rushed to the 
ropes to discipline McMahon. Irate, Hogan 
dragged the Chairman into the ring, punish- 
ing him with a legdrop. But, as the official 5 
attention was diverted, Undertaker crashed 
a chair over the head of his old enemy, 
executed a chokeslam, and covered him to 
win a fourth WWE Championship. 

But this wasn't enough for Undertaker. 
Placing the legs of a folded steel chair on 
the mat, the American Bad Ass drove his 





rival’s head into the top of the object. 

Undertaker's goal was clear: ending 
Hulkamanta. Fortunately for millions of 
Hulkamaniacs, the strategy fell short. 

His place at the top restored, "ТаЕет 
held a death grip on his championship. 
Triple Н had risen again to the No. 1 
contender = position, presenting “Taker 
with a huge challenge at King of the 
Ring in June. Both men were distracted 
by the ringside presence of The Rock, 
who was there ostensiblv to scout both 
men for a future championship battle. Big 
Evil took matters into his own hands, 
however, by launching a preemptive strike 
on The Rock and attacking him outside 
Ше nng. The Rock sprung into action, 
laying out "Taker with а chair. However, 
the Brahma Bull also inadvertently 
KO'd Тпріе H, leaving “The Game" easy 
prey for “Taker to nail him with a Last 
Ride and retain the WWE Champion- 
ship. 

Angered by his failed attempt to cost 
Undertaker the title, The Rock positioned 
himself as the American Bad Ass’ next 
challenger at Vengeance in July. Takers 
position was made even more precarious 


by the insertion of a third man into the 
match—the ever-dangerous Kurt Angle. 
Now Undertaker could lose his cherished 


title without being pinned—a worst-case 
scenario that came to pass when The Rock 
pinned Angle to win his unprecedented 
seventh WWE Championship. Without 
his shoulders ever touching the mat for 
а three-count, Undertaker had lost his 
title, but he vowed that there 
would be hell to pay. 

Before he could resume his 
quest to regain the champion- 
ship, however, Undertaker 
found himself distracted by 
the Un-Americans— Christian, 
Test and Lance Storm. This 
faction of bright, young 
Canadian Superstars enraged 
him by delivering stridently 
inflammatory, anti- American 
speeches in the ring. 

Undertaker has always 
been an extremely complex 
man. While at times heroic and 
at others vicious, there has 





been one constant in his life—his deep- 
rooted pride іп America. Has there ever 
been another man in sports-entertainment 
who truly epitomizes the freedoms in 
America? "Taker has always enjoyed his 
freedom to the fullest, walking proudly to 
the beat of his own drum, living the free 
life of a man on a motorcycle with miles 
of open road ahead of him, and making his 
own statements and backing them up with 
his soupbone-like fists. The sight of the 
Un-Americans insulting his country and 
disgracing the American flag disgusted him 
beyond words. 

The cocky and self-righteous Un- 
Americans then, unwisely, decided to 
engage Big Evil in open warfare, attacking 
him and subjecting him to multiple three- 
on-one assaults. Test, a man almost as big 
as Undertaker, was particularly strident in 
his attacks, even going as far as openly 
mocking “Taker by riding to the ring on his 
own motorcycle. 

Hell came to visit Test at this past 
SummerSlam in the form of a one-on-one 


match with Undertaker. Predictably, it 
became a three-on-one attack when Lance 
Storm and Christian joined the encounter. 
But both interlopers were met with boots 
to the face from "Taker, who recovered 
from а big boot from Test and destroyed the 
huge Canadian with a Tombstone for the 
win. After the match, the proud American 
mounted the corner turnbuckle and held 
Old Glory for all to see. 

With the Un-Americans in retreat, 
"Taker was once again able to set his sights 
on regaining the WWE Championship, 
which now rested in the massive hands of 
Brock Lesnar. After defeating The Rock at 
SummerSlam, Lesnar took his title exclu- 
sively to SmackDown!, which is exactly 
where Undertaker followed him. After win- 
ning a grueling No. 1 contender match 
against Chris Benoit and Kurt Angle, the 
“Taker-Lesnar bout was set for 
Unforgiven in September. 

With the devious agent 
Paul Heyman calling 
the shots, Lesnar 








engaged in the same psychological war- 
fare that nearly got Diamond Dallas Page 
killed—namely, drawing "Taker’s wife Sara 
into the confrontation. This time the stakes 
were even higher, as it was revealed that 
Sara Was pregnant. 

To the uneducated eye, “Taker’s losses 
to Lesnar at Unforgiven (and later at No 
Mercy) were signs that the “Era of the 
Deadman” was over, and that Lesnar and 
other young warriors had taken control of 
WWE once and for all. But that would be 
a foolish mistake to make. Undertaker's 
return is imminent, and if there 15 а man 
who has repeatedly reinvented himself and 
relocused his laser-like aim on the biggest 
prize in the world, it is he. History should 
stand as a clear lesson to anyone short- 
sighted enough to underestimate onc of 
the greatest and most legendary figures 
ever to step between the ropes: 

This 15 not the end of the story. 
Rather, it 15 а new beginning 
and the start of another 
chapter of greatness. Ш 
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After years of 
legendary hellraising, 
Mark Lallaway enjoys 
the quieter side of life. 





By Mike Fazioli 


When someone appears on your television for as long as 
Undertaker, you naturally assume you know all about them. But 
can even the most ardent devotees of the Deadman honestly say 
ihey know Mark Callaway? 

The likely answer 15 no. Callaway is someone who works 
diligently to separate his “Taker persona from the personal life he 
closely protects, and even people who knew him “from way back 
when" might be shocked by the transformation Callaway’s life has 
recently undergone. 

For years, he was a self-professed hellraiser away from the 
ring, indulging in life on the road to the fullest. Those were fun 
times and the stones have become legend, but they were not 
necessarily happy times. Then he met Sara, who would have a 
profound effect on him in every way imaginable and eventually 
become his wife. 

Now, long nights of partying with the boys and raisıng hell have 
been traded in for quiet times with Sara on their spacious and 
private Texas ranch. It's a change which has made life better for 
Callaway both personally and professionally. 

“Tt took meeting Sara to really know what personal happiness 
was,” Callaway says. "After that, I had no desire to go to strip 
clubs; I had no desire to go out and drink Jack Daniel's by the 
gallon. I guess those were all crutches, for lack of a better term. 
But once we met, I found somebody 1 was not only attracted to 
physically, but also mentally. We have so many of the same 
interests. Everything was like, "Here 15 my best friend, who I'm 
also highly attracted to.” It's been that way ever since. 

"Its just amazing that after going out every night drinking, 
hanging out and carrying on... boom! Overnight, I had no desire 
to," he continues. "As much as I went out and partied, 1 was 
waiting for that desire to go and hang out to come back. But it 
hasn't.” 











































The new, more domesticated lifestyle 
Callaway has enjoyed with Sara is like night 
and day compared to the wild days of yore. 
Like many athletes and entertainers who 
spend extended periods of time on the road, 
sports-entertainment performers can often 
be notorious party animals. 

Even within that framework, however, 
Callaway's nights of excess stood out. But 
as great as those stories might be, they came 
at a heavy price. Callaway was burning the 
candle at both ends, and burning it down 
fast. 

“Within the circle of our business, my 
nightlife and partying was the stuff that 
legends are made of, he says. "Mv home life, 
without getting into details, was miserable. 
| hated being home. When I was out, I got 
the most out of a celebrity's nightlife. But I 
didn't take care of my body. I never allowed 
it to affect what I did in the ring—business 
always came first—but it made things harder 
for me at times." 

Callaway is quick to point out that his 
hard living and endless excess never affected 
the business he is fiercely protective of. He 
never missed shows feeling hung over, nor 
did his performance in the ring ever suffer 
from the previous night's libations. Those are 
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WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS 


Sunday, November 17, 2002 
The world's most famous arena hosts 
a night of action from both Raw’ and 
SmackDown!" Five titles on the line, 
but it’s simply survival that's at stake. 
Featuring: 
е The first-ever Elimination Chamber» 

World Heavyweight Championship Match 
e 1 Championship Match: 

Brock Lesnar™ with Paul Heyman" vs. Big Show™ 
* Scott Steiner" debuts 
е Special live musical performances by Saliva 


| DVD Extras: 
| * 6 Post-Match Interviews 
| * Making the Elimination Chamber 
| * Goldust™ & The Hurricane" vs. 
Lance Storm" & William Regal» 
* Soliva "Always" Music Video 
* Spanish language audio option 
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October 26, 2002 - Manchester, England 
An event of special stipulations and action 
that made ita night to remember! — 一 一 一 


Featuring: 
* HANDICAP ¢ CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH 
BROCK LESNAR" & PAUL HEYMAN” vs. EDGE” 
* TAG TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH 
KURT ANGLE” & CHRIS BENOIT" ys. 
EDDIE GUERRERO” & CHAVO GUERRERO” 
* THREE-WAY ELIMINATION MATCH FOR THE 
V CRUISERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP | 
IRENE NOBLE vs. REY MYSTERIO” ws. TAJIRI” 1 
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transgressions he will never tolerate from himself, nor from others 
in the locker room. 


Yet, it was not until he abandoned that lifestyle that he began 
to notice that he wasn't as young as he used to be, and that his 
body had suffered trom years of neglect and abuse. As happens to 
many big men who perform іп the ring for во many years, Callaway 
was suffering from painful hip and knee ailments. His metabolism 
had also naturally slowed with time, and food he used to burn 
off with little effort was now sticking to him and adding weight, 
causing further stress on his ailing lower body. 

Unlike many WWE Superstars, Callaway was never a gym гаї, 
He worked out and did general maintenance on his body, but did 
only what was necessary to stay in shape. Blessed with superior 
genetics, he was able to stay on top of his game with very little 
effort in the weight room. 

Now, not only was he happy to spend his nights at home with 
Sara, he also found that he had a partner who was a fitness fanatic, 
and who inspired him to hit the gym with her. 

“Sara really pushes me to the brink sometimes,” Callaway says 
with a laugh. “You can see how great her body is in the YT. Divas 
2002 swimsuit magazine. With her energy, desire and motivation 
to keep her body at that level, it motivates me. We motivate each 
other, and that’s fun. She's a great training partner.” 





When Mark and Sara moved from Florida to their Texas ranch, 
one of the first things he did was install a state-of-the-art gym 
on the property. The couple works out there often, and Callaway 
takes much of the restless energy he once spent living the wild 
life and puts it to work in the gym, strengthening his battered 
and injury-plagued body in order to keep up with the younger 
members of the WWE roster. 

Callaway has embraced this new outlook as the latest and 
greatest challenge of his legendary career—defying the effects 
of time and reversing years of punishment suffered both in and 
out of the ring. 

"I m getting a little older; I don't recover as quickly as I used to, 
and the weight isn t às easy to keep off as it used to һе, Now that 
I have this personal happiness, I had to take it and use it to motivate 
me to keep physically fit. When we moved to Texas, it was a new 
beginning in how my life was going to be lived. It's a constant 
struggle to keep my body at a level to fight off injuries and to 
compete with guvs that are 25 or 26 years old. It's a constant 
struggle, but with the commitment I have now, ГІІ be able to be 
productive for some time to come." 

The new spread also allows Callaway some much-needed peace 
of mind when he's not on the road. It's a place where he can 


leave Undertaker behind and be himself—a husband and a father. 
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With his р. now in БОТ [si n has begun to 


give thought to life beyond Undertaker. He remains a force in Р”. τ. 
the industry, a legend who is still very much on top of his game. p^ 4 i 





















But Callaway realizes that even the phenomenon known as m * 
Undertaker has a finite lifespan, and the day will come Y : | SE Ж 
when Іһе character 15 gone and only Mark Callaway ὧν Hi А 
remains. Eod ely | 
But even then, the business he has given so much Ў BS ; t E : 
to over the past several years will always be a part Ba dox cu 
of his life, in some form or another. Sm mur Um 


“I think in the next few years ГИ work a little 
less. But Ill still be out there quite a bit,” Callaway 
says. "I just want to take a little time to spend 
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with my family. The reality is, I don't know Е 
how many years I have left, The people who d 


backed me and staved behind me all these 
years, I don't want to sell them short. It's 
going to be a juggling act. 

“Tve got a lot of different irons in the fire. 
| think initially ГЇЇ just sit back, relax and 
enjoy the fruits of my labor. I definitely 
feel like I have somethin e to give back 
10 the business. Whether I stay on ШЕ 
ranch and have WWE Superstars come 
‚and work ош with me, „or whether I g πο 
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Document of Destruction 
The Undertaker Fact-F 


* Throughout his career, Undertaker's managers have included: 
“Dirty” Dutch Mantell, Downtown Bruno, Gen. Skandor 
Akbar, Teddy Long, Paul Heyman, Brother Love, Mr. Fuji 
and Paul Bearer. 


+ Undertaker is undefeated іп 10 WrestleMania appearances. 
His fallen foes are: Jimmy Snuka, Jake Roberts, Giant 
Gonzalez, King Kong Bundy, Diesel, Sycho Sid, Kane, Boss 
Man, Triple Н and Ric Flair, 


è Prior to joining World Wrestling Entertainment in 1990, 
Undertaker competed under the following names: Texas Red, 
The Commando, Master of Pain, The Punisher, Mean Mark 
Callous and Punisher Dice Morgan, 


+ Shortly after his WWE debut, Undertaker had a part in Hulk 
Hogan's 199] movie Suburban Commando. 


+ Undertaker 15 a six-time World Tag Team Champion. His 
partners have been: Stone Cold Steve Austin (1998), Big Show 
(twice in 1999), The Rock (2000), and Kane (twice in 2001 ). 
He and Kane also unified the WWE and WCW Tag Team 
Championships. 


+ Over the years, Undertaker has had theme music composed 
by Frederic Chopin ("Funeral March”), Kid Rock (“American 
Bad Ass) and Limp Bizkit ("Rollin") 


+ Undertaker s first WWE Championship reign in 199] lasted 
only six days. At the time, it was the second shortest reign 
ever, behind Andre the Giant's minute-and-a-half as champ 
in 1988, Today, it is only the ninth shortest. 








+ Undertaker s mystical chant, used during his 1999 Ministry of Darkness days, was derived from the 1981 movie 
Excalibur 


ж Undertaker has had casket matches on pay-per-view with the following opponents: Kamala (1992 Survivor Series), 
Yokozuna (1994 Royal Rumble and 1994 Survivor Series), Kama (SummerSlam 95), King Mabel (In Your House Win 
1995), Goldust (7п Your House: Beware of Dog) and Shawn Michaels (1998 Roval Rumble), His record is 4-3. 


+ The list of Superstars who can claim pinfall victories over Undertaker is veı y short, It includes: Hulk Hogan, Mabel, 

Mankind, Bret “Ни Man” Hart, Shawn Michaels, Stone Cold Steve Austin, Kurt Angle, Booker Т, Maven and Brock 
Lesnar. Mankind is the only one to defeat him by KO. 
‘Taker has never submitted. 


+ Undertaker was іп the first Hell in the Cell, and has com- 
peted in a total of six, more than anyone else. His opponents 
were: Shawn Michaels (In Your House: Badd Blood in 
1997% Kane & Mankind (teamed with Steve Austin on 
June 15, 1998 Raw); Mankind (King of the Ring 1998); 
Boss Man (WrestleMania XV); Kurt Angle, The Rock, 
Rikishi, Steve Austin and Triple H (six-man match at 
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countless memories 
of my six years working for 
the Yon Erich family at the 
world famous Sportatorium in 
Dallas. One Friday night in 
late 1986, stands out best in 
my mind, 

The late Frank “Bruiser” 
Brody was in charge of the 
wrestling talent at the time. It 
wasn tout of the norm to have 
young men, just standing 
around willing to talk to any- 
body that would listen to them, 
hoping to get their foot in the 
door. My business in Bruiser's 
office was delayed because the door was blocked, Who could have 
ever known then that the obstacle in front of me would change 
the course of my professional and personal life forever? 

АП 1 heard him say was that his name was Mark, His name 
could have been "Sue," as far as I cared. Because when I saw him, 
his physical attributes filled the picture that I still have etched 
in my mind to this day. The young man was in his early 205, 
stood about 6'10", and weighed on the downside of 300 pounds. 
His bright red hair was cut short, almost in the old-fashioned, 
"flat-top" style. 

As 1 went on with my business, I wondered to myself, who 
im the hell trained this giant “Opie Taylor” to be a wrestler. Just 
like the other hundreds of “wannabes” that I had seen through 
lhe years, I figured I would never see him again. How wrong | 
would be, 

A couple of months later, on another Sportatorium Friday 
night, somebody told me that Brody needed to see me in his office, 

“ГІ be damned..." I thought, as the red-headed kid stood in 
front of me again. 

Bruiser said, “Percy, this is Mark. We're going to give him a 
tryout tonight. In fact, l'm going to wrestle him myself. I want 
you to go to the ring as his manager, We'll put a mask on him and 
call him "Texas Red.” 

Frank Brody beat that poor kid all aver the building. But, he 


кері coming back for more, and obviously passed the test. If 
you asked "Taker today about his first match, he would tell you 
that the only reason Bruiser sent me to the ring with him was to 
show him the way back to the dressing room. 

| saw Mark again a few months later. This time, he was wearing 
а black mask and calling himself "The Punisher” Wrestling legend 
Skandar Akbar was at his side as his manager, and he was part 
of Devastation, Inc. 

"Ihe Punisher" stayed around for a while, eventually moving 
to Tennessee, and then to WCW, But it didn't take too long for 
him to catch the eye of Vince McMahon, and the next thing I 
knew, he was in WWE as "Undertaker." 1 was proud of him, the 
red-headed kid had made it. Meanwhile, I was still plaving 
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Percy Pringle in Texas, managing, writing programs, selling 
novelties and doing anything to make a buck to feed my family. 

As 1990 started winding down, I knew it was time to move 
on or get out of the business. As Î told my friend, the late Rick 
Rude, about my plans during a phone call, he asked me to wail 
a few days before 1 made any final decisions. Only a few hours 
passed before Rick called me back and said, “This is Vince's 
home number, he wants you to call him.” 

І nervously made the call, and was invited to Stamford. I had 
a WWE contract in my hand when I returned home. In a few 
weeks, a company official called to tell me that my name was 
going to be “Paul Bearer.” He told me to dye my hair black, buy 
some black suits, and get ready to manage Undertaker! 


It's been almost 12 years now, and they asked me to put my | 





Paul Bearer met Mark Callaway 
before he was ever known as 
Undertaker, and later shared in 
most of the Phenom:'s classic 
moments as his manager. 





thoughts on paper. "Make it about 
600 to 700 words, they asked." 
Please—that's like asking me to 
wear а size 34 belt! 

| have so many memories of my 
10 years with Undertaker. We had 
such a special relationship, sharing 
our thoughts, our sweat, our blood 
and our tears. All the miles on the 
road and in the air, all the lonely 
hotel rooms, all the arenas around 
the world...they are all incompre- 
hensible to the average person. So 
many of my memories deserve their 
own public archive, yet so many are 
locked away in my mind and will 
go with me to my grave. 

But what about my favorite memory? Our entire 10-уеаг 
relationship is our legacy. But, if you push me into a corner for 
an answer, | would have to borrow one or two lines from 
country music legend Merle Haggard: “The first time we met is 
a favorite memory of mine,” and “One day, we'll look back and 
say it was fun." 

In closing, І just want to thank Mark for being mv friend and 
business partner. He is a gentleman in every sense af the word. 
Mark deserves everything that he has received from our industry, 
because he worked his butt off for it. No book or magazine 
could ever capture the Mark Callaway that I know. Yes indeed, 
he 15 a phenom, a phenomenal human being. Yes, a phenomenal 
"brother," even. 

Мұ brother. 8i 
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The Biggest Spectacle 


WWrestleMania XIX 


To some it is the BEGINNING 


To others it is the 
END of the road. 
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